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Jackson shines in his portrayal of coaching legend

The real life basis of Coach
Carter lends credibility to
this potentially trite film

By Nancy Rapp
0ld Gold & Black Reviewer

With the Demon Deacons having a
tremendous season, and the real coach-
Ken Carter speaking on campus, many
students will likely feel compelled to see
the film Coach Carter.

Fortunately for them, the film delivers
solid entertainment with an inspirational
message, an outstanding cast and even
a noteworthy soundtrack. Coach Carter
presents the true story of Carter, a bas-
ketball coach of an inner-city high school

who brings his team to victory on both
the court and in the classroom.

Samuel L. Jackson, handpicked by
Carter to play the role, portrays a coach
who is good-hearted yet firm as he bans
the boys from playing basketball when
they fail to meet the grade requirements
setoutin a contract the team signed. The
town revolts against Carter’s decisions,
and both Carter’s and the team’s futures
become uncertain.

The film was made by MTV Studiosand
was written by Mark Schwahn and John
Gatins, who are famous for writing films
like The Perfect Score and Summer Catch.

Though the studio’s and writers’ prior
films were teen-oriented and lacked
substance, Coach Carter contains true
emotions and an intelligent storyline
that people of nearly every age can
appreciate.

Jackson carriesthe filmin anear flawless
portrayal. He is likable and even when
he makes a questionable decision, such
as punishing the entire team even though
some students maintain good grades, one
can’thelp butside with him. Jacksonisan
expert at playing powerful, determined
men, which makes him well studied for
the role as Carter.

The other main characters are the team
members. While the actors are all rela-
tively unknown, like Rob Brown and
Robert Ri’Chard, their performances
are professional.

The actors make the typically clichéd
storylines of inner-city youth faced with
teen pregnancy and drugs appear realistic
and heartfelt.

The entire film does at points seem
like a cliché and is overly dramatic and
sappy, but the fact is that it is a true story

overcomes the criticism. Carter himself,
supervised the making of the film to make
sure it was accurate.

Demon Deacon basketball fans will
certainly appreciate the intensity of the
many game sequences in the film.

Though the film spends a bit too much
time trying to make the games nail-biters,
the audience at the theater cheered and
booed as if they were truly watching a
game.

The movie’s soundtrack helps keep
the audience energized with numerous
popular hip-hop and rap songs.

Considering the film was made by
MTYV, it is no surprise artists such as
Fabolous, Chingy, Ciara and Kanye
West have songs in the film.

The film does not have many flaws. It
is a bit too long, as it runs nearly two and
a half hours and Ashanti’s portrayal as a

girlfriend to one of the boys on the team
is weak. Also, more attention could have
been paid to Carter and his life story.

Coach Carter will certainly be the
cause of some controversy it suggests
that inner-city schools do not care or
try to change the fact that their students
may not graduate or go to college. Some
statistics are given that will likely raise a
few eyebrows.

Nevertheless, the film attempts to
portray the truth rather than make a
statement.

Coach Carter is a movie worth seeing.
The film combines sports, a biting sense
of humor, likable characters and an intel-
ligent plot to result in a wonderfully
entertaining movie.However, the most
compelling reason to see the film is that
itis the story of aremarkable man and his
team. It is truly an inspirational tale.
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It will feel less constricting at a great job.

At Ernst & Young, the opportunity for growth is enormous. We offer over
7,000 professional development programs — some of the best formal
learning programs in the country — because our philosophy is People First.
We recognize that our employees are essential to the firm's growth and

$450 Group Fundraiser

Scheduling Bonus
4 hours of your group’s time PLUS
our free (yes, free) fundraising
solutions EQUALS $1000-$2000
in earning for your group. Call
TODAY for a $450 bonus
when you schedule your non-
sales fundraiser with Campus
Fundraiser.
Contact Campus Fundraiser, (888)
923-3238 or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

SKYDIVE

Carolina Sky

Sports
1-800-SKYDIVE

www.CarolinaSkySports.com
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Spring Break 2005. Travel with STS,
America’s #1 Student Tour Operator to
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas

and Florida. Now hiring on-campus reps.
Call for group discounts.
Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com

#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, Bahamas,
Florida, &Costa Rica.

110% Best Prices!

Book Now & Get Free Parties & Meals!
Group Discounts.

Campus Reps Wanted!
1-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com

Matress set - Queen pil-
lowtop, new in plastic, can
deliver, sacrifice $145.

Call 992-3930

BAHAMAS SPRING
BREAK CRUISE!
5 days from $299! Includes Meals,
Parties with Celebrities As Seen On
Real World, Road Rules, Bachelor!
Award Winning Company!
www.SpringBreakTravel.com
1-%08—678-6386

SPRING BREAK SPECIALS!
PANAMA CITY AND DAYTONA
7 Nights, 6 Free Parties $159!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco, Nassau
$499 Including Air!
Bahamas Cruise $299!

www.SgrirgbreakTravel.com
1-800-678-6386

PEACEFUL, EASY FEELING
FREE bioenergy mini-session. Restores
and balances mind-body-spirit connection.
Gentle, powerful, for deep relaxation.
Five minutes from campus. Call 759-3100 or
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success. And in order to attract the best talent, we've built an environment
that Fortune® magazine has consistently recognized as one of the “100 Best
Companies To Work For.” So whether you're looking for a place to grow or a
great place to work, look for our recruiters on campus. ey.com/us/careers

BUY RECYCLED.

AND SAVE.

When you buy products made from recycled materials,
recycling keeps working. To find out more, call 1-B00-CALL-EDF,
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