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This 
Week

TODAY

4
FRI

5
SAT

6
SUN

7
MON

8
TUE

9
WED

10
Football vs. N.C. State,

Groves Stadium
12 P.M. 

ABC

Women’s 
Cross 
Country

Field 
Hockey

vs. James 
Madison

Kentner Stadium
1 P.M.

Men’s 
Cross 
Country

Men’s   
Soccer

@Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA

7 P.M.

Women’s 
Soccer

vs. Liberty
Spry Stadium

7 P.M.

@Davidson
Davidson, NC

7 P.M.

Volleyball Evansville, 
@Champaign, Ill
(Illini Classic)

6 P.M.

Illinois or 
DePaul, 

@Champaign, Ill
(Illini Classic)
6 or 8:30 P.M.

Graphic by Elliot Nickles

Deacon Notes
- Junior strong safety Warren Braxton was named ACC Defensive 

Back of the Week, the first such honor of the season.  Braxton turned in 
an outstanding performance in the Deacs 32-28 win over Boston College 
last week, having 11 tackles and a fumble return touchdown.  The 53-yard 
touchdown return was  Wake’s first fumble recover TD since 2000 and was 
the Deacs first touchdown of the 2003 season.

- Seniors William Hesmer and Jeremiah White were named to the 
Missouri Athletic Club’s Hermann Trophy Watch List this week.  The 15 
players on the list were announced by the National Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation of America, and Maryland and UCLA joined Wake Forest as the 
only schools to have multiple players on the list.  The Hermann Trophy is 
awarded annualy to the nation’s top collegiate soccer player and is con-
sidered soccer’s top individual honor, comparable to the Heisman Trophy 
in football.  

- Cross country runners Sean Stevens and Michelle Sikes were both 
named ACC Performer of the Week for their work at the Mountaineer 
Open, their opening meet of the season.  Stevens, a redshirt sophomore, 
finished second overall and was the top finisher for the Deacs, while Sikes, 
a freshman, placed second overall in her first career meet.

- Former Deacon men’s basketball players Rusty Larue, Craig Dawson, 
Antwan Scott, and many more have committed to the Wake Forest Alumni 
Basketball Game set for Sept. 6 at 5:30 p.m. in Reynolds Gym.  The game 
highlights a weekend of festivities surrounding the former players, and 
the current men’s basketball team will be there as well.  There will be no 
admission charge for students.

By Jason Mazda
Assistant Sports Editor

Wake Forest fans packed Spry Stadium to 
see their highly-touted Deacon soccer team 
open the 2003 season against 10th-ranked 
Connecticut and 5th-ranked St. John’s, and 
they were not disappointed as the 4th-ranked 
Deacs not only won, but dominated both 
games, beating the Huskies, 2-0, and the 
Red Storm, 3-1.The games were part of the 
Wake Forest Adidas Classic, which featured 
No. 17 North Carolina as well.

Senior Jeremiah White was the star of 
the tournament, and, for his efforts, he 
was named National Player of the Week 
by College Soccer News Sept. 1. The Deacs 
opened their season Aug. 29 with a perfor-
mance against Connecticut that could only 
be described as dominating. Neither team 
scored in the first half, but the Deacs out-
shot the Huskies 8-0 in the stanza.

The Deacs finally got a shot through in the 
second half, as junior Stephen Keel punched 
it past Huskies goalie Steve Behonick on 
a play that was set up by a shot by junior 
James Riley.  Junior Tomy Szczypiorski also 
got an assist on the play. 

Keel and Szczypiorski were both in the 
game as substitutes, filling in ably for starters 
who got valuable rest.

“Our bench played a huge role in stepping 
in and getting the job done against UConn 
so guys could rest up for St. Johns,” senior 
goalie William Hesmer said.

The Huskies got their only shot of the game 
in the 65th minute, but Hesmer, a first team 
preseason All-American, did not even have 
to make the save.

The Deacs tacked on an insurance goal 
in the 70th minute, when sophomore Ryan 
Alexander got a rebound off a shot by White 
and put it in the back of the net.

By the time the final whistle blew, the Deacs 
had out-shot the Huskies 21-1, winning by 
a score of 2-0.

“Guys were excited and focused ... and 
have been probably since the loss to Clem-

Soccer team slaughters two beasts of the Big East
son (in the 2002 NCAA Tournament),” 
Hesmer said of the Deacs’ approach to 
the opener.

Head Coach Jay Vidovich said the 
key to the Deacs’ dominance was “team 
defense. Everybody was committed to 
defending the whole match.”

Fans piled into Spry Stadium once 
again Aug. 30 to see their Demon Deacs 
take on an opponent who was supposed 
to provide a bit more competition, No. 
5 St. John’s.

The Red Storm made it interesting by 
scoring first, as Simone Salinno one-
timed a crossing pass right by Hesmer.

“Of course when St. John’s went up a 
goal early, you get a little bit worried,” 
Hesmer said. “But it didn’t take us long 
to get back control of the game.”

The Deacs didn’t stay down for long. 
Just minutes later, freshman Ryan Solle 

was taken down in the penalty area by 
the Red Storm’s Ryan Kelly. The Deacs 
were awarded a penalty shot, and White 
calmly put it past goalkeeper Bill Gaud-
ette to tie the game.

“(White) has come up big for us over 
the last two years with big goals that 
have won big games,” Vidovich said. 
“We were confident that he would put 
it away.”

At halftime, the two teams were still at 
a stalemate, but the Deacs quickly took 
care of that. In the 61st minute, Szczypi-
orski scored on the rebound from a shot 
by junior Scott Sealy.

In the 70th minute, the Deacs iced it 
when sophomore Justin Moose, who 
had just re-entered the game, took the 
ball all the way to the box from around 
midfield and set up White for his second 
goal of the game.

“(Moose) beat a guy, he’s very good at 
that,” White said. “We made eye contact, 
and I sprinted, made a diagonal run, like 
20 or 30 yards. He hit me with a perfect 
ball and I stuffed it by the goalie on the 
one-time.”

The Deacs ended up outshooting St. 
John’s 14-3, and won the game by a 
score of 3-1.

“We were sharp and we were ready to 
go, and we got the results,” White said.

White’s goal proved to be the one that 
tied the Deacs in goal differential for the 

tournament with North Carolina, which 
won its games over St. John’s and Con-
necticut by scores of 2-1 and 3-0. The 
Deacs and Tar Heels shared the trophy, 
as the ACC asserted its dominance over 
the Big 10 by going 4-0 in the tourna-
ment.

“It spoke highly of the conference, that 
we’re the strongest soccer conference in 
the country,” Vidovich said.

Three players combined from the two 
Big East schools to make the All-Tourna-
ment team, while four each came from 
North Carolina and the Deacons.

Representing Wake Forest on the All-
Tournament squad were Hesmer (.50 
goals against average), White (2 goals, 1 

assist, 10 shots), Szczypiorski (1 goal, 1 
assist) and senior defender Wiggy Saun-
ders, who was spectacular throughout 
both games for the Deacs, repeatedly 
stopping attacks with ease.

The two-day attendance total for the 
Deacs’ matches was 6,645, although 
hundreds more watched from the grass 
outside the stadium.

“Fan support probably gave us a goal 
lead going into the games,” Hesmer said. 
“(It) was incredible from both the local 
community and the student population. 
It was probably as good as I’ve ever seen 
here at Wake.”

The Deacs, who moved up to third in 
the national rankings as of Sept. 1, are in 

action Sept. 9 against Virginia Tech, in 
Blacksburg. They open the ACC season 
Sept. 13 at Virginia. And for those wait-
ing for a resolution to the shared Wake 
Forest Adidas Classic title, the Deacs 
will finally get to play UNC Oct. 25 at 
Spry Stadium.

Asked if he expected to see more action 
in upcoming games than the four shots 
he faced from Connecticut and St. John’s 
combined, Hesmer replied, “That would 
be perfectly fine with me. Hopefully, that 
means I’ll be wearing a couple of rings 
in a few months.”

For anyone who saw the Deacs in the 
Classic, it would be hard not to be that 
optimistic about the rest of the season.

Defending national champs start season with two wins
By Jim Gleitman
Sports Editor

After winning the National Championship last fall, 
the Deacs entered this season with the realization 
that opponents would be gunning for them. 

However, in a display of patience, poise and 
persistence the field hockey team took two victo-
ries over Michigan and Iowa this past weekend at 
the ACC/Big 10 challenge to kick off their 2003 
campaign. 

Junior Kelly Dostal lit up the Michigan Wolverines 
with three goals in the second half and the Deacs 
knocked off the Big 10 power 4-2 Aug. 30. Dostal 
led the ACC in points last season with 41 and tied 
the lead in goals with 16. The Wolverines came 
out strong in the first half and jumped out to a 1-0 
lead, but the Deacs answered when Claire Laubach 
set up Dostal in the second half to start the scoring 
onslaught. 

“At halftime we talked about things we needed to 
improve upon as we were getting beat to the ball 
and Michigan was really stepping up in the first 
half,” Dostal said. “I had shooting opportunities in 

the Iowa game and in the first half of the Michigan 
game that I didn’t capitalize on, so I knew that in 
time with continued pressure on their goal keeper 
someone on our team would put one in the net.”

Freshman Kristi Harshman got into the scoring 
frenzy with her first collegiate goal 46:18 into the 
game and gave the Deacs a 2-1 lead before Dostal 
rattled off two more goals on the day. Harshman 
was not the only freshman standout on Averill’s 
squad, though.

“Jamie Whitten stepped up and played a full game 
for us in the backfield,” Head Coach Jen Averill 
said. “Lauren Crandall’s play in the second half was 
impressive as you could see her being very comfort-
able with where she was playing. She just resonated 
the play we have seen all summer long.”

The two goals by Michigan were the first this 
Deacon defense has given up since the first round 
of the ACC tournament last season. However, senior 
goalkeeper Katie Ridd is confident in her team’s 
performance and is looking to make the necessary 
adjustments.

“For our first outing, I have no qualms with our 
defensive unit and how we performed,” Ridd said. 

“As for being scored on, we now have that experi-
ence back under our belts (unfortunately), but we will 
break down each goal in our post-game film session 
in order to pinpoint areas for improvement.”

The Deacs’ opener against Iowa Aug. 29 was 
very similar to the two teams’ meeting at the start 
of last season. 

The Deacs fell to the Hawkeyes 1-0 last year despite 
out-shooting their opposition 19-5. 

This season’s contest was similar in that the Deacs 
out-shot Iowa 19-5 once again, but an overtime 
victory went in favor of Wake Forest. Sophomore 
Maeke Boreel scored the game winning goal just 

1:35 into the overtime period after the two teams 
played to a scoreless tie in regulation. Senior 
goalkeeper Katie Ridd had four saves on the day, 
including three in the second period, while Dostal 
had a team-high of 10 shots. 

“I think this was a great weekend for us, coming 
off a national championship and entering a new 
season,” Dostal said. “It’s always hard to know what 
will happen in the opening weekend and we did some 
things well and some things not so great. Overall, I 
believe we’re at a great point; we defeated two very 
good teams at an early point in the season.”

Coach Averill’s squad will try and clean up some 
tactical problems and work on their organization 
before hosting James Madison at 1 p.m. Sept 7 in 
Kentner Stadium. 

The Deacs dropped a 2-1 decision to the Dukes 
in Harrisonburg, Va. last year, but will try and 
redeem themselves this go around like they did 
against Iowa.

“James Madison is a fast, feisty, scrappy and hard 
working team,” Averill said. “We have our hands 
full with them, but we welcome that challenge and 
it’s going to be a great match.”

Deacs out-shoot two 
opponents by a combined 
total of 35 to 4

“I think this was a great weekend for us, coming off 
a national championship and entering a new season 

. . . we defeated two very good teams at an early 
point in the season.”

Kelly Dostal
Junior

Junior Amir Lowery fights off a defender to control the ball during the Deacs’ 3-1 drubbing of No. 5 St. John’s 
University. Wake Forest is off to a 2-0 start to begin the season.
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