Editorials Old Gold and Black

Reality television
provides a diversion,
fills a societal need.

don’t watch much television.
IBut, on Thursday nights before
heading to Fusion, I like to
watch Donald Trump’s television
spectacle, The Apprentice.
It’s a brilliant hour of television

Jeff Miles
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a NBC message board called her a
“sociopathic, lying bitch.”

The show also foregrounds other
bizarre characters, namely, Donald
Trump himself. He is the real estate
equivalent of a Sig Ep — a shifty
character that succeeds despite a
slightly disreputable aura.

Nor can his infamous hair avoid
the the harsh light of reality
television. Not since Cousin It have
we seen such a phenomenonal
comb-over.

A total of three hairs mystically
conceal the entire surface of his
bald head.

Of more serious interest, though,
is Trump’s attempt to trademark
the phrase, “You’re Fired!”
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Appren'ce displas human pathos

He is the real estate equivalent of
a Sig Ep—a shifty character that
succeeds despite a
slightly disreputable
aura.

sat atop the Nielsen ratings for
the past four years and everyone
has their favorite brand of reality
entertainment.

Elimadate and similar dating
shows offer a ribald, disgustingly
low-brow peek at the underbelly
of the dating scene. Punk’d reveals
dramatic and moody celebrities at

sometimes feel qualified for the
show.

And, ultimately, I think that’s
the beauty and allure of reality
television. The viewer recognizes
aspects of humanity normally
edited out in sitcoms or drama.
Peccadilloes, for the first time in
history, are under the spotlight.
This is reassuring.

Everyone makes mistakes; each
individual has their own unique
form of oddity.

During a time of war and
insecurity, the most marketable
product is familiarity and a feeling
of shared humanity.

What better way to do this than
to exhibit the similarities between

that pits highly motivated yuppies
against one another in a quest to
gain a place in Trump’s empire.
The high stress situation quickly
brings extremes of character to the
surface.

Take the participant Omarosa for
example. She seemed like a nice
enough young professional. But
after under duress from a Trump
task, Omarosa began to lie, cheat
and complain. A typical post from

Yes, Donald recently applied for
a trademark on the line with the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
Though not as legally stringent
as a patent, a trademark will give
Trump the exclusive right to use
the phrase in association with
merchandise.

So, if successful, we can expect a
wonderful barrage of tacky hats, t-
shirts and suits featuring this catchy
call phrase.

Where is this trend of merging
reality and commercialism going?

Reality television shows have

their worst.

in people.

society.

The one thread that I perceive to
be common among these shows is
their ability to bring out the worst

Reality television exposes the
flaws in its subjects. It makes even
the legendary or famous appear
to be no different from the rest of

I know a few business majors that
watch The Apprentice, all the while
pointing out the flaws in each of
the competitor’s business strategies.

Even I, a lowly English major,

“The Donald,” the celebrity and
the average joe?

Finally, a suggestion for a
successful reality show. Put
together a reality show of with a
truly international cast. Then we,
the America-centric, could see that
our common humanity expands
beyond the borders of the United
States.

Maybe even George W. would

tune in.

Jeff Miles is a sophomore English
major.

Remedies for ‘republicrat’ economy

Columnist lays out a
strategic plan for recovery
from a lagging economy.

nstead of the Republicrat policies of
Irepealing tax cuts for the productive or
tariffs and war spending, let’s consider a
plan that would increase American prosperity
and yes, add jobs.
1. Cut corporate taxes. At a 40 percent average,

Jacob Lyles
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American businesses operate under the second
highest corporate tax rate in the developed
world, even higher than the socialist French.
This scares away foreign investors, who would
rather build factories, labs and offices in
countries like Ireland with a 12.5 percent tax

rate.

Also a perverse side effect is created,
encouraging American businesses to invest profits
abroad instead of bringing them home. If they
invest in America, Uncle Sam takes a third. To
compete, America should drop its rate to12.5
percent. Then the United States would be the
most attractive country to invest in anywhere,
drawing investment from domestic firms and
foreign firms “outsourcing” their production to
America.

2. Reign in government spending. What caused
the fall of the French monarchy? Aggressive
militarism drained the treasury and plunged the
governments into debt. The war in Iraq will cost
us several hundred billion dollars by the time it
is done, likely without leaving behind a tolerant
and peaceful democracy. Meanwhile at home the
buying of votes continues and accelerates. In the
last year congress passed a pork-laden highway
bill ($300 billion), a Medicare expansion ($500
billion), and an omnibus bill packed with special-
interest spending ($300 billion). While terrorists
should be fought, it’s time to fulfill Bush’s 2000
campaign promises by ceasing to be the world’s
policeman and cutting back federal spending.

3. Do away with import tariffs. Tariffs benefit
small special interests at the expense of all other

Americans. They protect inefficient, complacent
producers while driving other companies abroad.
At the same time, they keep third world workers
poor by isolating them from global markets.

An America that is the world’s free trade leader
would be more prosperous and popular on the
world scene.

4. Make social security a savings-based program
instead of pay-as-you-go. Social security has
the distinction of being the world’s largest
government handout. It is the elephant in the
room that threatens America’s future growth.
Each year, 10 percent of the market’s incentive
for producing is destroyed by social security
tax. To make matters worse, within 20 years the
system will be bankrupt as the ratio of retirees to
workers falls, requiring stifling new taxes. While
the retirement benefits of older citizens should be
guaranteed, a switch to a savings—based system
would avoid disaster while dumping capital into
the private economy.

America may be the world’s business leader
now but we should not grow complacent. We
have the ability to lead the world into a new era
of prosperity.

Jacob Lyles is a junior mathematics and economics
major.
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the bias of

the media

Interpretors of the news
media should not always
assume a source’s validity.
ﬁl s an outgrowth of my column
last week, I have given serious
consideration to how the perpetuation
of media stereotypes is partially accidental,

but yet in the same vein partially self-
inflicted.

Doug Hutton
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We turn to the media for our news, to
inform us of world events, and yet we
often assume that “the news” is all we are
receiving.

But that is a false assumption.

What drives me to this topic is partially the
work of the Old Gold and Black itself in its
coverage of the recent Student Government
executive board elections.

First, as is the customary duty of
newspapers during elections, the 0GB
used its editorial board column to endorse
candidates for each office.

Though it can be said that this task fulfills
the function of informing the people of the
better candidate, I have always questioned
how any newspaper can offer fair coverage
of elections if it has come out in full support
of one candidate.

The OGB'’s endorsement and subsequent
coverage of Trip Chalk’s campaign and
ultimate victory can be taken as a prime
example of this phenomenon.

The treatment of other presidential
candidates was suspect.

As expressed in his open letter in last
week’s edition, Matt Tomko rightly pointed
out that his name was incorrectly spelled
throughout the first issue of election
coverage.

Mark Arinci, the only candidate with an
extensive platform plainly displayed on his
Website and posters, was dismissed as having
ideas that “are not particularly relevant.”
Meanwhile, the same column could not
articulate a single one of Chalk’s many ideas
that “are well thought out and have a lot of
potential.”

I also find it difficult to comprehend
why the editorial board would endorse a
candidate without once mentioning in the
endorsement that the candidate had been
disqualified in the previous election.

While this information was readily
available in the news columns regarding the
election, it seems inappropriate to endorse
any candidate that had been previously
disqualified by the appropriate mechanisms.

At Wake Forest, where talk of honor codes
and ethics constantly abounds, full disclosure
of such critical information should be
necessary.

If the media truly wants to combat the
stereotypes that perhaps unfairly characterize
it, it needs to do two things.

It must remove itself from the business of
endorsement, presenting unbiased coverage
that leads to knowledgeable voter choices.

It must also report everything of
consequence, everything that may turn the
tide of an election. It is the job of the media
to report and of the voters to decide.

The power should not only be in the hands
of one.

Doug Hutton is a junior political science major.

Disaster brings out the best in campus community

Fire destroys stage, but

performance in some fashion.
From the moment I arrived at the

were remarkable.

Theatres in the area called to offer us

effort it takes and from how many

people.

assistance and support in helping find
an alternate venue for our Spring

scene about 40 minutes after the
first alarms had sounded, the plans
had been set for a cast meeting the
following day.

Before the evening was out, a
meeting with all the artistic staff was
set for Sunday morning to determine a
specific plan.

Then, from Kevin Cox and Ken
Zick’s support and assistance that
first evening, to the immediate
response and help from the facilities
management team, we were shown the
hidden strengths of the university and
the talent that could be applied to the
problem.

Over the next couple of days, as plans
came together and the production
staff worked to restage some version
of the play, the number of phone calls
and Emails we received both from on
campus and throughout the community

theatre department will
endure and overcome.
O n April 3, disaster struck the
set of Into The Woods. The fire
trucks arrived, the fire was
extinguished, the smoke cleared (well

most of it) and the reality of what had
happened began to sink in.

John E. R.
Friedenberg
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COLUMNIST

At no point was there the slightest
doubt that we would continue the

equipment and curtains if necessary,
other schools and theatres checked
their schedules to see if they could
offer space to us.

And the cast and crew worked
like the devil to put something back
together that could only in part

resemble what had been created over

the preceding six weeks.

Of course, it wasn’t only Into the
Woods that suffered.

The dance company also had a
production coming up on MainStage.
This too has had to be moved and

many of the original elements need to

be adapted.
That is happening right now, and

again, the company is pulling together

to make this happen — and happen

well.

I have to admire their ability to make
it appear so easy, because I know what

If you see dance or theatre students
on campus, smile.

From all of us down the hill at the
University Theatre, a great, big,
warm, heartfelt thanks to the many,
many faculty, staff and students who
have given us their support and help
following last weekend’s theatre fire.

We are aware of how fortunate we
are to have such support from our
friends and colleagues. A special note
of thanks must go to Scott Frazier
and the other fine folks from facilities
who have been magnificent in their
aid and assistance and to Jay Lawson
and his colleagues in music for their

Dance Concert. We would like to
extend a special thanks to Jay Lawson
(again), Robert Haining, WAKE Radio
and others for making Wait Chapel
available.

The Spring Dance Concert will
be held at 7:30 p.m. on April 22-24
in Wait Chapel. (In case of rain on
Saturday, the concert will be moved to
the Reynolds Gym.)

Having had a rude reminder of
the ephemeral nature of our art, we
appreciate all the more the help and
support we’ve received in the past
week. Simply and sincerely put, thank

ou.
assistance in moving and remounting yWe’re proud to be a part of this
the production of Into the Woods. community.

Additional thanks must go to
dean Paul Escott, vice president
John Anderson, and dean Susan
McCullough at NCSA for their

John E. R. Friedenberg is the director of the
University Theatre.



