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Wake Forest’s ‘Big Three” in demand nationally

Wellman, Prosser and Grobe
hot commodities of late in
collegiate athletic circles

By Gerard McMahon
Old Gold and Black Reporter
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In the past two years, each member of the Big Three
—Athletic Director Ron Wellman, Head Basketball
Coach Skip Prosser and Head Football Coach Jim
Grobe — has been connected to a sought-after job at
a national powerhouse. Each has elected to stay at
Wake Forest.

Their faith in their programs has put Wake Forest in
the unique position of having highly-regarded coaches
at the helm of their programs for the two most popular
college sports in the country.

Theimposing resumés that the three have put together
throughout their careers clearly explain the reasons for
the interest they have received from other programs,
but sometimes it seems students do not fully appreci-
ate what a remarkable situation Wake Forest has for
the foreseeable future.

Some of the best athletic programs in the country
want our coaches to coach their teams, and even more
remarkably, the coaches have proven their loyalty to
Wake Forest.

How does a school with barely 4,000 undergradu-
ates hold one of the most diligent athletic directors
and two of the most coveted coaches in the two
most popular sports?

0Itis simply areflection of the status of our program
at Wake Forest,” said Wellman, who was recently
courted by the University of Tennessee. “We have
an excellent program with tremendous coaches and
student-athletes and others recognize that we are
doing well in all of the critical areas of an athletic
department.”

When Wellman hired Prosser to coach men’s
basketball three years ago, little did anyone expect
that Prosser would turn around
a stuttering program and pro-
duce a regular season ACC
champion only two years
later.

Naturally, this type of success
arouses the interest of other top
programs around the country.
In Prosser’s case, that interest
came from the University of
Pittsburgh.

Our reigning ACC Coach
of the Year turned down the
Pittsburgh job to remain in
Winston-Salem with the Demon Deacons. He had
some unfinished business, and hopefully the 10-
year contract extension he signed will allow him
to finish that business.

Prosser has turned the basketball program around.
He has also done the unthinkable. Prosser has
excited a middling fan base and given students
and locals alike a reason to go crazy for Wake
Forest basketball.

From the mascot’s motorcycle to the full-fledged
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support of the fan base to embracing the Screamin’
Demons tie-dyes in warm-ups, Prosser has given
life to a lackluster fan base.

If Prosser’s success has been surprising, the success
of head football coach Grobe has been downright
astonishing.

After taking over a mediocre 2-9 team three years
ago, Grobe led the team to back-to-back winning
seasons for the first time since
1987-88 and was rumored
to have been one of Baylor
University’s top choices for its
coaching vacancy. However,
Grobe ended the speculation
by signing a 10-year contract
extension.

After a third straight season
of getting the maximum per-
formance out of the Deacons’
talent, many media personnel
assumed that Grobe would be
the perfect candidate for the coaching vacancy at
Big 12 powerhouse Nebraska. After all, Grobe had
taken a team that Duke fans often used to joke was
their only chance for a win each year and got them
into the Top 25 at one point after huge wins over
Boston College and N.C. State.

Luckily for Demon Deacon fans, Grobe will return
next year with an experienced group of players to
make a run in the new ACC.

The increased prestige level that Prosser and
Grobe have bestowed on Wake Forest athletics is
incalculable. Not only have the two capitalized on
the athletic talent they inherited, but they have also
raised the national reputation of Wake Forest for
prospective student-athletes.

Whereas several years ago, in-state basketball
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players would never dream of aspiring to play
for anyone other than North Carolina or Duke,
student-athletes now consider Wake Forest — as
evidenced by Prosser wooing McDonald’s All-
Americans sophmore Eric Williams and freshman
Chris Paul in the past two years.

In the history of Wake Forest athletics, there may
be no better time to be a Deacon fan than right
now. Under the current leadership, optimism has
reached an unparalleled height, a fact that has not
escaped Wellman.

“Jim and Skip have both done superb jobs,”
Wellman said. “The national exposure they have
brought to our university through our football and
basketball programs is beneficial to every aspect
of the university.”

Wellman was also quick to
point out that the football and
basketball programs were not
the only ones at Wake Forest
that have coaches who are in
the NCAA’s upper echelon in
their respective sports.

“We have many other
coaches who are also bring-
ing national attention to our
school,” Wellman pointed
out. “For instance, Jennifer Averill (Head Coach)
has led our field hockey team to two consecutive
national championships, which is an incredible
accomplishment. Other coaches are also leading
our teams to national championship caliber. It’s a
great time to be a Deac.”

A great time to be a Deac indeed, thanks to the
perseverant efforts of the Wake Forest athletic
staff to keep the best coaching talent in Winston-
Salem.

Jim Grobe

Under Armour bursts into ACC with Maryland contract

Second-fastest growing

Under Armour eventually providing
uniforms for other teams such as Wake

shorttime, hasbecome extremely success-

hats and team jackets will feature the com-

company in U.S. to
supply Terps uniforms

By Jason Mazda
Sports Editor

We’ve all heard the catchy tagline from
the popular commercial: “We must pro-
tect this house!”

Now, that slogan has taken on more
relevance to the ACC.

Under Armour Performance Apparel
announced Jan. 10 that it has reached an
agreement with the University of Mary-
land to become the exclusive uniform
provider for the Terrapin football team
starting next season.

The five-year contract, which includes
fan apparel and accessories, comes at a
pivotal time. The Atlantic Coast Con-
ference is at a crossroads, expanding to
include Miami, Virginia Tech and Boston
College, so the timing of Under Armour’s
first venture into Division I-A uniformsis
significant, according to the company.

Whether the venture will lead to

Forest remains to be seen. Wake Forest
football equipment manager Demetrius
Gibson was not immediately available
for comment.

Under Armour has already established
itself as a performance apparel supplier.
It is the official supplier of performance
apparel to Major League Baseball, Major
League Soccer, the National Hockey
League, USA Baseball and the U.S. Ski
Team. It is also worn by players on 30
National Football League teamsand more
than 100 Division I-A college football pro-
grams, according to the company.

“As our product line has continued
to evolve, Under Armour is now fully
equipped to outfit major colleges and
universities on both the men’s side as
well as the women’s side of the busi-
ness,” said Bill Kraus, Vice President
of Sports Marketing for Under Armour.
“This partnership gives Under Armour
anew arena to showcase the fact that we
have extensive capabilities well beyond
the base layer.”

Kraus added that the company will use
this first deal to help establish itself.

“Under Armour is now fully
equipped to outfit major
colleges and universities.”
Bill Kraus

Under Armour vice president
of sports marketing

“University of Maryland provides us
with the place where we can make sure
that we fully executeall aspects —down to
the last detail — of this contract before we
venture into additional teams or schools,”
Kraus said.

The company believes Maryland is
the ideal place to start this venture. The
eight-year-old company, which is listed
as the second-fastest growing privately-
held company in the United States by *ODi

- BHB[JOF, is based in Baltimore and was
founded by a former Terrapins player.

Kevin Plank, a former special teams
captain for the Terps and now president
of Under Armour, realized the need fora
t-shirt that does not retain moisture.

So he founded a company that, in that

ful selling a moisture-wicking microfiber
clothing that pulls perspiration away from
the skin to keep athletes cool, dry and
light throughout the course of a game,
practice or workout, according to the
company.

“Under Armour is returning to the
field where performance apparel began,”
Plank said.

While Under Armour performance
apparel is already widespread, provid-
ing uniforms is a new thing entirely, the
company said.

“We look forward to seeing firsthand
the performance benefits that Under
Armour at every layer will bring to our
players next season,” Maryland Athletic
Director Debbie Yow said.

Accordingto the company, the uniforms
they provide will be “composed of amore
technical fabric than players have used
in the past.” It will be “lightweight and
include technologically advanced stretch
properties thatadd flexibility and maneu-
verability. In addition, the uniforms will
feature Under Armour’s signature com-
pression factor.”

Also, fan accessories like player jerseys,

pany’s revolutionary advancements.

“As a company that is by athletes
and for athletes in everything that it
does, Under Armour understands the
rigorous demands that the top teams
such as University of Maryland make
on themselves,” Kraus said. “We will
ensure that the products we provide to
the players and the fans will exceed those
high standards.”

Again, how this will affect Wake Forest
and other universities in the ACC and
throughout the nation remains to be
seen.

Kraus, for his part, is confident that the
deal will be a success for both Under
Armour and Maryland football.

“Through the relationships that we
have formed with top NFL and college
football players, and from our own back-
grounds as players, we realized a need
foruniforms with improved technological
components,” Kraus said. “We knew that
we could meet this challenge and look
forward to utilizing our unique product
to deliver a lighter, more flexible uni-
form offering exceptional performance
benefits.”
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Deac of the Week

Jay Haas

Jay Haasjust won’taccept the fact thathe’s getting
old. Haas, a star on the 1975 National Champion
Wake Forest golf squad, finished third at the Bob
Hope Chrysler Classic Jan. 21-25, his first event of
the season. In fact, Haas missed being in a playoff
by one shot. A victory would have made him only
the fourth player to win an event in four different
decades. The 50-year old and 23-year veteran of
the PGA Tour is eligible to play on the Champions
(Senior) Tour beginning this season, butby finishing

Strunk, the leading scorer and rebounder for the
women’s basketball team this year, came through
when the Deacs needed her most, leading the team to
astirring 69-67 upset victory over rival North Carolina.
Strunk said in an interview earlier this season that if the
Deacs only win one more game the rest of the season,
she would want it to be the Carolina game. Her team-
leading 15 points, including two clutch free throws at
the end that proved to be the tying and winning points,

15th on the money list last season, Haas qualified 3 . were a huge key to the win for the Deacs.
to still play on the younger circuit. Liz Strunk
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Wortsline, Wake TV’s sports talk show, is hosting a super bowl special Feb. 1. The special will
run from 3-6 p.m. and will include live music, t-shirt giveaways and NFL playoff trivia with

additional prizes.




