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Just three years ago, the university reached its high-
est position, number three, on Yahoo! Internet Life 
online magazine’s ranking of the “Most Wired Uni-
versities.”  

However, Yahoo! Internet Life magazine won’t be 
ranking any more universities, as the magazine was 
folded this summer.

In early July, Ziff-Davis Media announced that the 
August issue of the Yahoo! magazine would be the 
last.  Traditionally, Yahoo! released its “Most Wired” 
list each September.  

According to News.com, the magazine was can-
celed due to decreased technology advertising.  In the 
last year the magazine reportedly lost a 52 percent 
of its market share despite more than a million paid 
subscribers.  

Yahoo’s “Most Wired” ranking was once a bragging 
right for many schools.  However, in the last several 
years, universities across the nation have given less 
and less attention to the rankings. 

Junior Ben Harris was a freshman when the uni-
versity was ranked number three.  “It is definitely 
something that I remember, we were (one of) the 
most wired when I came to school,” he said. 

In 2000, Yahoo! included technical schools and 
altered the weight for different categories.  

A year later, the last time Yahoo! ranked schools, 
the university ranked 20th in the nation.  This was 
third in the ACC, with UVA and FSU out-ranking 

Yahoo! ‘Most  
Wired’ ranks 
bite the dust

the university.   
It is hard to tell where the university would place 

in this year’s ranking.  Significant advances in infra-
structure and wireless computing resources were 
complete or are planned for this year.  

However, the university already excelled in these 
areas.  Technical support and e-learning were two 
areas where the university came up short.  

Last year did see special recognition of the univer-
sity Web site.  It was ranked as the best portal in the 
Yahoo! listing. 

The ranking hasn’t been without controversy and 
some schools probably won’t miss it. In last year’s 
rankings 88 universities refused to complete online 
surveys to help Yahoo! rank schools.  

Wake Forest was not one of those schools however, 
and these schools were still considered and include 
four of the Top 10 schools.  

In response, Yahoo! decided to use a third party 
to collect information about a college in this year’s 
ranking, according to the Indiana Daily just two weeks 
before the magazine closed.  

According to Todd Achilles, an admissions coun-
selor, the ranking probably had little effect on pos-
sible applicants.  “The ranking would probably help 
students determine where to visit, but it wouldn’t be 
a make-or-break thing,” he said.  

“The ranking would probably help students 
determine where to visit, but it wouldn’t 

be a make or break thing.”
Todd Achilles

Admissions Counselor

Community: Democracy Fellows debate campus issues
The answer, she said, is to build a notion that work 
and play are mutually exclusive categories and to 
discourage a “work hard, play hard,” mentality 
among students.

Both co-chairs say that it is difficult to know what 
the general consensus was among the groups with-
out an in-depth analysis of the data recorded from 
each meeting. However, a quick glance, Harriger 
said, revealed that many students felt the need to 
build relationships across traditional student group 
boundaries. Harriger said there also seems to be a 
good deal of interest in increasing the amount of 
student service activities and creating more oppor-
tunities for residential learning. 

“I’d say the points that people had really encom-
passed all three choices,” Harriger said. “Often 
people realize that what they really want is a little 
of each.”

Once the Democracy Fellows have completed 
their own review of the ideas and suggestions gath-
ered during their forum, a formal report of the 
event’s conclusions will be drafted and released to 
those who participated. 

“It made students think of things they normally 
wouldn’t have and sparked some interest in the 

because (it was) me training by myself. 
I didn’t really know who to talk to.”

Two other track athletes verified that 
assistant coach Michael Bennett, has 
referred to Merritt as “buckwheat.”

Bennett, who is the husband of 
Coach Schweitzer-Bennett, said the 
allegations are “absolutely not true.”

Schweitzer-Bennett said she consid-
ered the allegation to be “a very strong 
accusation.”

“I stand behind my staff 100 per-
cent,” Schweitzer-Bennett said. “I 
don’t believe in any of that.” 

Merritt’s example shows just one 
way student athlete/coach relations 
can potentially skirt the fine line 
between mutual understanding and 
grave, potentially discriminatory 
miscommunication. 

While the outcome may not be guar-
anteed as a happy ending, the Ath-
letic Department does have a system 
of resolving grievances. 

According to the university depart-
ment of athletics student-athlete hand-
book, student athletes are encouraged 
to “speak first with the head coach 
involved. Every effort should be made 
to work out any grievances at this 
level.”

After talking with the head coach, 
students may then contact a senior 
associate administrator if their griev-
ance has not yet been resolved. 

According to the handbook: “if the 
matter still remains unresolved; the 
Director of Athletics should be con-
tacted directly by the student-athlete. 
It is hoped that all matters can be 
resolved ‘in-house.’” 

If no solution arises, the dean of stu-
dent services, the dean of the college 

or the university ombudsman should 
be contacted by the student.

Robert Beck, university ombudsman 
and a professor of psychology, said 
that most student-athlete grievances 
rarely make it to the third and final 
stage.

“There are very few cases that reach 
me,” Beck said. “These are cases where 
a student athlete has somehow gotten 
him or herself in some kind of a 
bind with either a coach or a faculty 
member and has no place to turn that 
they can see.”

Beck said he’s only dealt with a hand-
ful of cases since he became ombuds-
man in 1998, and the position only 
serves as a possible liaison between a 
student athlete and an administrator, 
coach or instructor.

“The ombudsman position came 
into being as a result of a 1991 report 
on academics and athletics,” Beck said. 
“In the course of this came out the 
idea there would be somebody the ath-
letes could turn to when they felt they 
couldn’t turn to a coach, couldn’t turn 
to an official with the university. Any 
student who comes to see me does so 
in complete confidentiality.”

Beck said he might be asked to inter-
vene “if a coach were in some sense 
abusing an athlete in terms of making 
demands on the athlete that were 
really above and beyond the call. For 
example, if a student hypothetically 
had an exam with some length of time, 
and there was a practice scheduled, 
but not a match, or say the exam 
was rescheduled the time was in the 
conflict, and the student thought they 
had to go to the exam and the coach 
was saying you shouldn’t do that, you 
should be with the team. Or studying 
for an exam.”

Merritt’s case never made it as far as 

the Dean of Students or the university 
ombudsman, but according to Dwight 
Lewis, associate athletic director, her 
grievances with both the remix and 
the name-calling were expressed in a 
meeting which included members of 
the athletic department, track and field 
coaching staff and student athletes.

“We addressed all of the issues and 
believe that all the issues have been 
resolved so that we are able to move 
on. We know that part of the reason 
why we wanted to deal with it accu-
rately, effectively and promptly was 
because we know how sensitive the 
issue is,” Lewis said. “(The behavior in 
question is) inappropriate and it’s not 
tolerated here at Wake Forest, nor in 
the athletic department, and we were 
able to move on.”

Merritt said she did not directly 
speak with Schweitzer-Bennett, and 
instead expressed her objection to 
another assistant coach Sept. 5. 

Merritt said it took Schweitzer-Ben-
nett until the following Tuesday to 
address the issue of the remix. 

Merritt described Schweitzer-Ben-
nett’s reaction as “nonchalant.”

“Even though we didn’t tell her, it 
took her four days to realize that this 

hurt a major portion of the team, and 
nothing was done about it until four 
days later. When it was done, she tried 
to sweep it under a carpet,” Merritt 
said. “I guess it just struck us the wrong 
way. It was really just covered up the 
wrong way, and it didn’t come uncov-
ered until we had to go to an associate 
athletic director and tell him and then 
he was upset about it.”

Schweitzer-Bennett said she the 
issues were resolved.

“Carol left my office feeling com-
fortable about it,” said Schweitzer-
Bennett. “I think the issue is very 
resolved. I think the team feels it’s very 
resolved.”

While the athletic department and 
the rest of the track team appear to 
consider the matter resolved, Merritt 
said she may not be able to view her 
position on the team in the same way 
again.

“Being on this campus, a predomi-
nantly white campus, myself as well 
as some of my teammates, we kind 
of see track as our safe haven, that’s 
the place we go to get away from real-
ity. I was deeply hurt, I was deeply 
offended. 

“I do see track as my safe haven, 
and I hated the thought that I couldn’t 
think of it that way,” Merritt said. “I 
still don’t know if I can think of it that 
way just because this one incident has 
happened. Not by any means (am I) 
saying that it’s been a big problem, but 
I think this is just the one time when 
we were like, we’re athletes here too, 
and we have just as right as anybody 
else on the team.”

“We should be able to voice that and 
say, hey, this hurt my feelings, and 
regardless of if you know or not, you 
did hurt me,” Merritt said.

   

Athlete: Students take complaint to sports administrators
“We addressed all of the issues and 
believe that all the issues have been 
resolved so that we are able to move 

on ... (The behavior in question is) 
inappropriate and it’s not tolerated 

here at Wake Forest, nor in the 
athletic department, and we

were able to move on.”
Dwight Lewis

Associate Athletic Director

Continued from Page A1

Continued from Page A1 university community,” Niki Lim who served as a 
recorder for one of the groups, said. “That’s the point 
of deliberation. Two heads are better than one.”

“So far, so good,” McMillan said of the work the 
Democracy Fellows have achieved up to this point. 

“But it’s just a start; we hope that other interested 
parties, especially Student Government and Stu-
dent Life, will join the democracy fellows in keep-
ing alive this crucial conversation about commu-
nity.” 

O f f  t h e  W i r e
Treats may be dangerous 
if not treated properly

PROVO, Utah – Brigham Young 
University master’s student Dave 
Meilstrup had a tongue-jerking expe-
rience with an ice cream bar at a 
recent accounting function in the 
Wilkinson Student Center.

“I could think about was ‘Dumb and 
Dumber’ and ‘The Christmas Story,’” 
said the 25-year-old from Hershey, 
Penn., who’s tongue was frozen to a 
orange and vanilla dream bar. 

“I couldn’t believe it was actually 
happening.”

And Meilstrup isn’t the only one 
who has been troubled by the cream-
sicles. 

Over the past three weeks, at least 
a dozen BYU students received oral 
injuries while eating super-frozen 
orange creamsicles supplied by BYU 
dining services. 

The frozen treats transported in 
coolers packed with dry ice, were 
given out at various functions on 
campus including Fall Fling, account-
ing orientations and an engineering 
function.

“There were free orange cream sick-
les at Fall Fling, and I really like 
creamsicles so I opened the wrapper 
and popped it in my mouth,” said 
Melissa Leininger, 20, a junior  study-
ing elementary and early childhood 
education. 

“Then it just stuck to the inside of 
my upper lip.”

The common culprit among those 
who were injured seems to be the Blue 

Bunny Orange Dream Bar, a vanilla-
flavored reduced-fat ice cream bar 
coated with orange sherbet. 

–The Daily Universe

Duct tape focus of new 
songwriting contest

LINCOLN, Neb. - It’s difficult to 
know the virtues of duct tape without 
wanting to sing a song about them. 

That’s what organizers of a song-
writing contest about duct tape are 
hoping.

Henkel Consumer Adhesives, the 
sponsor of the contest and manufac-
turer of Duck brand duct tape in Avon, 
Ohio, is hoping to attract original song 
entries from across the United States 
and Canada.

The company’s first songwriting 
contest, which is slated to be an annual 
occurrence, is the latest in a string 
of contests the company has spon-
sored. 

They include contests for the best 
prom outfits made from duct tape, the 
best pictures of people using duct tape 
during their travels and the best uses 
of duct tape on a car, both inside and 
out.

Theresa Brixius, communications 
manager for the company, said the 
contests developed from what people 
were already doing with the versatile 
tape.

“We had garage bands that used our 
tape for so many things that eventu-
ally they wanted us to sponsor them, 
and of course, we couldn’t do that for 

everyone,” she said.
All song entries will be posted 

on the contest’s Web site, www. 
ducktapeclub.com.

– Daily Nebraskan

Fourth squirrel attack 
costs U. Alabama $30K

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. - There were 
no power outages or canceled classes 
this time. 

Just another fried squirrel. 
The bushy-tailed creature wreaked 

havoc on the University of Ala-
bama’s Campus Drive power substa-
tion Monday morning, marking the 
fourth time this year that a Capstone 
squirrel has crossed paths with elec-
tricity. 

The rodent infiltrated a capacitor, 
causing about $30,000 in damage and 
raising the voltage of the power enter-
ing some campus buildings. 

Tuscaloosa firefighters and Univer-
sity of Alabama Department of Public 
Safety officers responded to the scene 
at about 9:30 a.m. Oct. 7 after receiv-
ing a call about smoke coming from 
a capacitor, UADPS Lt. Beth Turner 
said. 

Ten minutes later, the fire was under 
control. Shortly thereafter, investiga-
tors found their crispy culprit. 

The police report lists the fire as a 
“damaged property incident.” 

“Of course it’s not an offense, since 
it’s by a squirrel,” Turner said.

The first incident of squirrel damage 
took place a year ago when a family 
of squirrels nested within the wires.

Workers will be able to salvage part 
of the capacitor. The squirrel, how-
ever, was a complete loss. 

– The Crimson White 

Jessica Long/Old Gold and Black
Over 100 students, faculty and administrators attended the Democracy Fellows’ campus-wide 
deliberation Oct. 8 in Benson University Center.

Zach Klein/Old Gold and Black

Trying TriDelt
Four Sigma Chi brothers, impersonating members of the Delta Delta Delta sorority, strut their 
stuff at the end of Derby Days, Sig Chi’s annual Piccolo fundraiser event.


