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Baware, £ overvhelms

By Ryan Eanes
Old Gold and Black Reviewer

Once again the Oscars are upon us - the
75th Annual Academy Awards, to be exact
— and while film isn’t technically my area of
expertise, the whole thing will be on television,
as well as preview shows and follow-up shows
and so forth.

So let’s take a look at what you can expect to
see on the boob tube Oscar night.

The ceremony, scheduled for March 23, is
going to happen, war or no war, although the
Academy does concede thatthere maybe anews
crawl at the bottom of the screen or that the cer-
emony could be interrupted with news updates;
all of that is
speculation
at this point.
But no
matter, the
Oscars  will
go on.

Asusual, E!
has devoted
a significant
chunk  of
time to the
Oscars; this
year,  the
network
(campus
channel 72)
is  starting
their Oscars
coverage

your speed.

The well-known ABC News mavenisairingan
hour-long special on ABC (campus channel 7) at
7 p.m., where she’ll sit down to talk with three
of this year’s nominees, Nicolas Cage, Julianne
Moore and Renee Zellweger, about their movie
roles as well as their breakout roles and so forth.
It’s certainly a nice, classier alternative to the
tawdry spectacle that E! will be airing.

As for the ceremony itself, it will be aired on
ABCaswell. Given the E! network’s enthusiasm
for the Oscars, I'm almost surprised that E! isn’t
planning to air a graphic instructing viewers to
change the channel to ABC.

The proper ceremony will begin at 8:30 p.m.,
after ABC’s own half-hour “Live from the Red
Carpet”
program,
and will
be  hosted
by  Steve
Martin, who
hasfilled the
position a
number of
times.

If you plan
to watch the
program,
allocate
yourself
three hours,
buteven that
may not be
enough; I
don’tneedto

at 7 am. . tell you that
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to monitor the progress and capture all of
the excitement in the hours leading up to the
show.

In addition to expert analysis of the Oscar
nominations and fashion critiques, viewers will
be able to send questions online to E! Online’s
“guru of gossip” Ted Casablanca (whoever that
is) who will answer them on air.

From 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., E! will, as always, have
Joan Rivers and her daughter Melissa Rivers
out on the red carpet speaking to celebrities,
and judging from years past, butchering pro-
nunciations of names, getting names entirely
wrong, and even completely forgetting who’s
in what movie.

Every year E! airs this train-wreck of a program,
and it’s so genuinely awful that it’s hard not to
watch if only to mock it.

If you just can’t take the Rivers mother-daugh-
ter duo —andifyou can’t, I certainly don’tblame
you — then perhaps Barbara Walters is more

time even the celebrities sitting in the audience
are getting visibly bored.

But bored celebrities or no bored celebrities,
E! couldn’t possibly pass up the opportunity
to air a post-awards analysis show, so if you’re
an absolute loon - oops, excuse me, an Oscar
fanatic — you’ll want to flip back over to E! once
the whole thing is over for their “Live Academy
Awards Post Show.”

Until 11 p.m., E’s stockpile of generic “celeb-
rity correspondents,” including Todd Newton,
Leon Hall, Molly Mayock and Tom O’Neil,
among other people thatnobody has ever heard
of, will shoot the breeze with the night’s big
winners, cover post-show parties and generally,
be annoying.

So if the Oscars are your thing, then March 23
is your day. Mark the calendar and set a tape
in the VCR, but don’t worry: even if you miss
it, there’s no way you’ll be able to miss finding
out who the winners were.
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During a recent AIM pro-
crastination session, I was
directed towards the latest
Princeton Review assessment of
our beloved university.

And in case you might be think-
ing I am a tool for caring about
student-to-faculty ratios and the
size of our campus, I was actually
reading the “Students Say” sec-
tion which obviously included
comments by students themselves
concerning what life is really like
here on campus.

While most of the
statements described
the well-known “Work
Forest” nickname, our
preppy appeal and the
domination of Greek
groups, I was com-
pletely shocked while
reading one person’s
statement.

A sophomore was
quoted as saying, “Dating is
nonexistent except for weekend
hook-ups. If you want to have sex,
don’t come to Wake Forest.”

Now, this sophomore s partially
correct. To be blunt, the dating
scene sucks at this school. Sure,
there are those myths about the
couple that met during the fresh-
men orientation ice cream social
or those who actually venture off
campus together on occasion,
but in reality, most of us are
Singletons.

However, Singleton is not nec-
essarily a synonym for sexually-
challenged.

While our campus might lack
the hard core “we are in love and

going to get married, have 2 kids
and live in the suburbs” couples,
what we do have an abundance of
is sex buddies, friends with ben-
efits and random hook-ups. That
is where the above-mentioned
sophomore’s thoughts took a
wrong turn on the highway of
campus reality.

The reality is that sex does
exist at Wake and from what I
know, it not only exists, it thrives.
Think about it. Five days a week,
4,000 stressed out “young adults”
trapped in perhaps the most
uneventful city in the world put
their hormones on hold so that
in four years, they will be rolling
in their own money rather than
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Mom and Dad’s.

After a while, the lack of inter-
action with the opposite sex -
replaced by the far less appealing
interaction with the ZSR library
— redefines the word horny. And
if you have been to a frat party in
your lifetime, you know exactly
what I mean.

Once you reach that breaking
point of sexual energy, commit-
ment is the last thing from your
mind. So at Wake on the week-
ends, 4,000 “young adults” spend
the little free time they have look-
ing for a quick fix to their sexual
yearnings.

For this reason, I doubt that any
relationship on campus is based

on anything but the desire for sex.
Between classes, studying and all
the extracurricular activities that
everyone around here is always
occupied with, there really isn’t
time for the wining and dining of
a potential mate.

Of course, time does allow for
no-strings-attached sexual rela-
tionships. And if Student Health
splurged for Trojans, I think
sexual rampages would double
— perhaps that’s why we only get
the Lifestyles.

I will admit that it is not always
the “winners” who are outlooking
for a sex toy on the dance floor
when Friday nightarrives, but that
doesn’t mean sex is not a possibil-
ity, it means that it’s not
your option of choice.

So Ms. “Lovelorn
Sophomore,” sex does
exist around here and if
you haven’t noticed that
fact, you are probably
spending your nights
away from the social
scene and unfortunately,
thelibrary and your dorm
room aren’t always the
best places to be searching for a
sex partner.

Soinstead of scaring away poten-
tially H-O-T new freshmen with
your untrue statements, why don’t
you check out a party or two this
weekend?

You might not find the mate of
your dreams, but I am sure you
will find a quick end to your sex-
less nights.

“Sex and the Campus” is a regular
column exploring the sexual climate at
the university. The column is written
by a sophomore under a pseudonym
in order to maintain her sexual ano-
nymity. To contact Brandy, e-mail

sex@ogb.wfu.edu.
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In fact, in the song that Gutkin
wrote for her nieces, she men-
tioned that she had incorporated
Scottish dancing styles into the
music.

Whirligig also performed pieces
that Gutkin had written for her
mother and her great-aunt.

One of the biggest crowd pleas-
ers of the night was “Mood Ver-
tigo,” a fast piece that, ironically,
was written by one of their absent
members upon moving from busy
New York City to a pastoral house
in the country.

However, every piece seemed to
captivate the small but apprecia-
tive audience.

No one could help but tap their
footalong with the pieces thathad
elements of the Irish jig.

In fact, during their last song of
the first set, the “Abbey Reels,”
one woman started dancing an
impromptu jig in the corner of
Ziggy’s.

Neither could anyone in the
building talk about anything but
how incredible the musicians
were.

Whirligig was only one of many
acts that came to Ziggy’s for the
sixth annual Irish Festival.

Other acts included storyteller
Eddie Lenihan, poets Catriona
O’Reilly and Bill Wheatley, who
read some of their works and a
variety of other musical, dance
and cultural acts.

I hope that this event continues
to be a tradition, because this was
one of the mostfascinating cultural
events I have attended.

Springfest
returns,
promises fun

By Valerie Paschall
Old Gold and Black Reviewer

After spring break, students on campus generally
do not want to be here. Luckily, Springfest, after a
year’s hiatus, has returned to cure the post-spring
break blues.

What exactly is Springfest? Essentially, it is Student
Union’s free four-day party running from Wednesday
March 26 through Saturday March 29.

“Until just a few years ago, Springfest was one of
the most anticipated events on campus,” said senior
Springfest committee chair Lindy Zimmerman. “It’s
a shame that today most students have no idea what
Springest is ... [but] I truly believe that it will be a
sensation.”

Festivities kick off on March 26 with a free outdoor
showing on the Magnolia Quad of 25th Hour.

March 27 from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. there will be free
food, interactive games, an inflatable climbing wall,
plus prizes and test drives sponsored by Volkswagen
and Trek on the Magnolia Quad. Also on the 27th, a
Battle of the Bands will be on the Mag Quad begin-
ning at 7 p.m. and lasting until 11 p.m.

March 28 from11 a.m. until 3 p.m. on the Magnolia
Quad, the Universal Consulting Group will provide
massages, manicures, facials, prizes and more. Starting
at 2 p.m., again on the Mag Quad, a plethora of games
such aslaser tag, bouncy boxing, jousting, and a Velcro
wall will be available for student pleasure. At 5 p.m.
Residence Life and Housing will provide free food and
Unified Rhythms will host a block party that will give
students the chance to win prizes in several different
contests including basketball trivia, a Spades tourna-
ment, and a freestyle rap and dance competition.

March 29 on Davis Field from 2 p.m. until 7 p.m.
Student Government will provide abarbeque with free
food and beverages. Alsoat2 p.m. Weekend Excursion
will take the stage, followed by Chapel Hill based hip-
hop group Sanofka and Texan musician Bob Schneider.
Zimmerman expressed special excitement about this
portion of Springfest since she feels the unorthodox
mix will be a winning combination.

This year’s Springfest promises all the free good-
ies that one would expect from a revival of a festival
that also accommodates class schedules. With a good
turnout, it will be more than just a self-proclaimed
“biggest party on campus.”
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around a sharp curve. Not a soul
in the place wasn’t breathless after
Birgissan’s first vocal foray with
the microphone, eyes closed, neck
creened forward and mouth gaped
open. There’s a real pain in his
voice that doesn’t come forth on
their LP’s.

Following their performance of (),
the music moved into modes I've
never heard before. With booming
bass lines, throbbing drum beats,

and cymbal crashes like windows
shattering, the middle of the show
set the intensity up another notch.

The higlight of the show, by far,
was their second to last song - a
long progression begining with the
bassist playing ariffwith a drumstick
against his strings, then building to
anall-outfrenzy whichleftthe entire
audience breathless. My friend actu-
ally needed to step back and get a
drink of water afterwards.

Oh, and don’t forget the encore
featuring ()’s untitled track 8, atrue

masterpiece featuring the same reli-
ance on progression of piano and
keyboard melodies coupled with
frenetic drumming and vocals at
the end.

Whenitcomesdowntoit, 'vereal-
ized the concert was more intense
than I can adequately describe
- something I don’t say lightly.
Entering as somewhat a skeptic,
I left a believer in the talent and
showmanship of Sigur Ros, possibly
the best display of artful music I've
experienced in years.



