Arts & Entertainment

Johnson sets indie rock ablaze with ‘Brushfire’

By Hayley Sanders
Old Gold and Black Reviewer

Indie solo artist Jack Johnson
fuses honest, refreshingly rhyth-
mic acoustic ballads with roots
rock and abluesy, folksy twang on

his latest album,
Brushfire Fairytales.

Johnson’s sound

eq‘\ew
QQ‘ is in the style of
9 o artists like Ben
Harper,  Dave
Matthews and

Travis. In fact, he
has opened for
Harper and employed Harper’s
producer, ]J.P. Plunier, to help
with this album. Plunier’s efforts
have produced a clean album with
both upbeat, intense energy and
a hushed sincerity. Johnson also
helped with G. Love’smostrecent
album and inspired the flowing
single “Rodeo Clowns.”
Johnson hails from the North
Shore of Oahu, and at one time

It makes sense then that
(Johnshon) emphasis centers on
setting a chill mood with his
music, which allows listeners to
kick back and let the music coolly
wash over them like a daydream.

competed as a top surfer. He met
Love there, which led to his col-
laboration on the album Philadel-
phonic. It makes sense then that his
emphasis centers on setting a chill
mood with his music, which allows
listeners to kick back and let the
music coolly wash over them like
a daydream.

This kind of relaxing, mellow
sound surfaces in the first track,
“Inaudible Melodies,” where he
expresses some heartfelt advice
about experiencing life fully and
taking it slow, saying, “Slow down,
everyone/you’re moving too fast/

frames can’t catch you when/
you’re movinglike that.” Johnson
candidly addresses sadder themes,
such as losing hope and feeling
alone.

This is apparent in his song
“Losing Hope,” where his intelli-
gent yet accessible lyrics include
phraseslike “Losing hope is easy/
When your only friend is gone.”

Although no song left me disap-
pointed, one of the lyrical high-
lights of the 13 tracks is the song
“Posters.” This song addresses
identity, with its lines including,
“Lookin’ at himself but wishin’
he was someone else/because the
posters on the wall don’t look like
him at all.”

While Johnson does include var-
ious songs about issues presented
in a more brooding way, he puts
forth an effort to create more
uplifting songs which still have
substance. The listener finds a
prime example of this in the song
“Bubble Toes,” which discusses

one of hislovesin an amusing way.

Johnson creates another light-
hearted song with track ten, “Mud-
football,” which paints a familiar
Americana scene with lyrics like,
“Over to the field for tackle
football/Big hits, big hats, yeah
give me the ball/Rain is pouring,
touchdown scoring.”

Overall, Johnson combines a
unique, extremely melodic sound
with intelligent lyrics, which
makes his album worthy of pur-
chasing. After a friend introduced
me to his music, I bought the
disc on CDbaby.com, a Web site
specializing in selling indepen-
dent music for areasonable price;
however, you can also get it on
Amazon.com.
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Although he mainly bases his
shows on the West Coast, John-
son will make an appearance in
North Carolina on Nov. 4 at Zig-
gy’s. Doors will open at8 p.m. and
the show starts at 9 p.m. Tickets

Specific acoustics

Jason LeVasseur of Life in General performed at Shorty’s Oct. 9.
His acoustic set was part of Jive ‘n’ Java.
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are available for $10.

Flavored condoms add more pleasure to intimacy

Sending a message on safe sex with free
condoms needs to be accompanied by a
comprehensive guide on oral sex.

he lights are low. Soft music plays in the back-
ground. Candles, while illegal in dorm rooms,

are lit, providing a soft glow on two people
sitting on a dirty, smelly and quite possibly diseased
second-hand couch.

There’s cuddling. The cuddling leads to kissing.
Suddenly the temperature in the room skyrockets.
Pulses are racing. The sexual tension is so intense
that it feels like a concrete wall that is just waiting
to be penetrated.

No words are spoken. In situations such as these,
words are not necessary; sometimes they provide
stumbling blocks to highly anticipated pleasures.

Silently, the wants and desires of these two people
are understood. Slowly, they make their way towards
the promised land. His inner monologue is saying,
“YES! But wait ... I like this girl. I want her to enjoy
this as much as I do. Ahhh, wait, I forgot. I planned
ahead.”

“Hey, hold on a minute,” he says cautiously, pray-

ing she doesn’t change her mind. “I went down to
student health today and I picked something up that
we might want to try.” He reaches in his pocket
and pulls out a condom. A look of shock clouds
her face, and immediately he becomes wary. “Oh
no! I don’t want to have sex with you ... yet. It’s
a flavored condom. Do you
like bananas?”

According to North Car-
olina state law, the act
that is about to take place
is considered as a “crime
against nature.” Folks, let’s
be honest. You have to admit
that there is something a
little awkward about oral sex.

Perhaps by offering those oh-so-popular flavored
condoms at Student Health Services, the powers-
that-be at the university have decided to promote
safe oral sex as an alternative to promiscuous sexual
intercourse.

Yeah, right. Did the university really think that the
advent of flavored condoms would bring about a
sexual revolution? Is Student Health Services trying
to promote oral sex as a “safer” alternative to inter-
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course, or are they trying to increase the woman’s
pleasure during oral sex by offering a variety of fla-
vored condoms to the masses?

If the aim of these flavored condoms is to pro-
duce amore pleasurable experience of oral sex, they
really should have an administrative meeting and
come up with a comprehen-
sive guide to pleasuring your
partner. I'm not just talking
about how to pleasure your
woman; some girls need a
little coaching too.

“The Comprehensive
Guide to Oral Sex: How to
Send Your Partner to Heaven
and Back in 10 E-Z Steps” should definitely be avail-
able to all students on our campus. This informative
package should cover everything from foreplay to
technique to the after-sex smoke.

What most people, men and women alike, don’t
realize is that performing on a guy can be fun for
everyone. It’s true that most guys - all right allguys -
like oral sex, but if you go about it a certain way, the
girl can enjoy herselfas well. Bestowing the privilege
of oral sex on a guy is empowering to a woman

because it is a gift a woman bequeaths to her man. If
you stop in the middle of the action, your guy could
quite possibly be reduced to tears. Ladies, having
that kind of power is good.

Gentlemen, if you have in your power the skill to
bring a woman over the brink of ecstasy, you can
bet that she will tell all her girlfriends what a stud
you are. Not only will she want more, but all of her
friends will also see you in a new light. Whether
it is a one-night stand, a long-term relationship, or
a repeat hookup, you will be remembered forever
as the guy who gives the best oral sex on campus.
Guaranteed.

Unfortunately, there is no “The Comprehensive
Guide to Oral Sex: How to Send Your Partner to
Heaven and Back in 10 E-Z Steps.” Instead, we have
flavored condoms.

So, if you decide to go the flavored condom route,
please bypass the banana and stick to strawberry or
chocolate.

“Sex and the Campus”is a regular column exploring the
social and sexual climate at the university. The column
is written by a junior under a pseudonym in odrer to
maintain her sexual anonymity.




