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In the small town of Spartanburg, S. C., few bands 
ever surface that are worth noticing. However, 
every once in a while, a group will come along 
that appears to have talent, that just might make it 
past garage jam sessions. One such band that has 
recently recreated itself and come out of the wood-
work of cheesy jingles with some musical meat is 
Dezeray’s Hammer.

Dezeray’s Hammer, originally Albert Hill, has 
reinvented its drive and depth in the music industry 
over the past two years. After several years of semi-
successful song-writing and touring with Albert 
Hill, Aaron Whisnat and Kenny Logan decided 
they needed a change if they wanted to go anywhere 
with their music. They took a leap of faith and 
started Dezeray’s Hammer with a new bass player, 
Chris Francisco. The boys knew if they wanted 
something to come of this risk, it would have to 
start with their loyal hometown fans.

Gigs started with 10 or 15 fans in record stores 
around the Spartanburg area and then spread out 
into the surrounding cities and states. Within six 
months crowds progressed to around 300 packed 
into a small room in the top of Magnolia Street 
Pub. Fans were screaming, ears were ringing, and 
nobody cared as long as the band did not stop play-
ing. From there on out, record labels wanted to talk 
about deals and new albums, so the band got down 
and dirty and got to work.

After a few months off tour and much concentra-
tion on how to approach production of their newest 
album, Whisnat, Logan and Hill announced its 
release on August 21. The night before the self-titled 

album’s release, Dezeray’s Hammer performed at 
Manifest Discs and Tapes in Greenville, S. C. Later 
that day, none of the fans cared about how early 
they had to get up in the morning; they were dying 
for some live entertainment and counting down the 
seconds to midnight. Compact discs were bought, 
autographed, and shoved into every CD player the 
second the car was turned on. Dezeray’s Hammer 
was blaring out of car windows at 1:30 a.m., disturb-
ing the peace for the love of the music.

Fans were excited to hear old, familiar songs 
remade and mixed in with the new material the 
band cranked out in only a few months. Hits, 
like “Shown the Way,” reappear on the recently 
released album, reminding the fans of Dezeray’s 
Hammer’s conviction and determination. At the 
same time, Aaron’s amazing song-writing ability 
shines through with jams about unrequited love 
that everyone can relate to. The band proves their 
worth with every chord. “If you don’t know what 
you want, could you just please leave me alone?” 
— they know what they want, and so do their fans 
— “One more song! One more song!”

College students who have just gotten a taste of 
Dezeray’s Hammer’s abilities responded enthusi-
astically about the new album. Freshman Georgia 
Thompson said, “I’ve never heard of them before, 
but they sound cool. What I’ve heard of their music, 
specifically this album, pulls in vocal similarities 
with Barenaked Ladies and Train with the motiva-
tion of a young band. They may be wannabes right 
now, but you’ll still see me at Ziggy’s when they 
play there in October.” 

Dan Hawkins, a student from Elon College 
agreed, slightly more emphatically. “This band 
rocks!” Hawkins said, as he listened to the self-titled 

album. Hawkins has 
attended several Dezer-
ay’s Hammer concerts 
and promises that the 
show will be killer. “Go, 
listen to the lyrics, wit-
ness the talent, and most 
importantly, scream 
really loud. You may end 
up on a CD — I know 
one of my friends did,” 
Hawkins said.

If you enjoy listening to 
new talent in the same 
musical genre as Ver-
tical Horizon, Guster, 
Barenaked Ladies and 
Train. You might just find 
that you like them, and 
regardless, the show will 
be jamming.

Dezeray’s Hammer use grassroots 
method to gain music success

Dezeray’s Hammer hails from Spartanburg, S.C. and plans to perform 
in the Triad area in October.

Courtesy of www.dezerayshammer.com

Classifieds
Business Office

518 Benson University Center
Winston-Salem, NC 27109

336-758-5279
Fax: 336-758-4561

Commercial Rates
1 run.....$8.00

3 runs....$20.00

Student/Faculty Rates
1 run....$4.00

3 runs...$10.00

Wanted
DON	PABLO’S
The	Real	Enchilada

Now hiring Servers, Cooks.  AM, PM, 
F/T, P/T, Flexible schedules, Lunch 

Shifts available!  Apply in person: Don 
Pablo’s at Hanes Mall. 

Spring Break 2002!!! Student Express is 
now hiring sales reps. Cancun features 
FREE meals and parties @ Fat Tuesdays 
- MTV Beach HEadquarters. Acapulco, 

Mazatlan, Jamaica, Bahamas, South 
Padre, Florida.  Prices from $469 with 
Major Airlines.  24,000 travelers in 2001.  
call 800-787-3787 for a FREE brochure or 

email bookit@studentexpress.com.  
www.studentexpress.com

MAKE YOUR OWN HOURS
Sell Spring Break 2002 trips

Highest Commissions - Lowest Prices
No Cost to You

Travel FREE including  food, drink & 
non-stop parties!!!

World Class Vacations
2001 Student Travel Planners “Top 

Producer” & MTV’s Choice
(Spring Break Cancun Party Program)

1-800-222-4432

AAAA! Early Specials! Spring Break 
Bahamas Party Cruise! 5 Days $279! 
Includes meals, parties! Awesome 

Beaches, Nightlife! Departs from Florida, 
Get Group - Go Free! 

springbreaktravel.com  
1-800-678-6386

AAAA! Spring Break Specials! Cancun 
& Jamaica from $389!  Air, Hotel, 

Free Meals, Drinks! Award Winning 
Company! Group leaders free! Florida 
Vacations $129! springbreaktravel.com

1-800-678-6386

Travel	

Wanted! Spring Breakers! Sun Coast 
Vacations wants to send you on Spring 

Break to Cancun, Bahamas, Jamaica 
or Mazatlan FOR FREE.  To find 

out how, call 1-888-777-4642 or email 
sales@suncoastvacations.com

SPRING BREAK PARTY! Indulge in 
FREE travel, drinks, food and parties 

with the Best DJs and celebrites in 
Cancun, Jamaica, Mazatlan and the 

Bahamas. Go to StudentCity.com, call 
1-800-293-1443 or email 

sales@studentcity.com to find out more. 


