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Roeck, Taggart named
NSCAA All-Region

Two members of the Demon Deacon
women’s soccer team were named to the
2000 National Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion of America Southeast Region Third
Team on Dec. 6.

Junior striker Emily Taggart, who led
the Deacs in scoring this year with nine
goals and six assists, garnered All-Region
honors for the third straight year. Taggart
is currently second on the career Deacon
scoring list, with 57 points in her three
years.

Junior defender Stacy Roeck earned
the honor to go along with the All-
ACCaward she received earlier this year.
Despite roaming the back Roeck ended
the year third on the team in scoring, with
six goals and three assists.

Baseball signs seven new
players

The Diamond Deacon baseball team
significantly bolstered their 2002 lineup
by signing seven players during the
National Early Signing Period Nov. 30.
The immensely large class was needed
with the impending loss of nine seniors
and the possibility that numerous under-
classmen will leave after June’s Major
League Baseball Entry Draft.

The playersinked by the Deacsinclude
fourjunior college players and three high
schoolers.

Adam Bourgassa, a center fielder at
Kishwaukee Community College in Illi-
nois, is a lead-off type hitter who hit .331
as a freshman. An outstanding defensive
outfielder with good speed, Bourassa was
called “the guts of our team,” by Kish-
waukee Head Coach Mike Davenport.

Also from Kishwaukee will come Seth
Hill, aleft handed starting pitcher. Twice
drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates, Hill is
expected tojoin the regular starting rota-
tion after posting animpressive 1.79 ERA
while starting 10 games last season.

A second contact hitter was signed by
the Deacons in the form of utilityman
Ryan Hubbard. A switch hitter originally
drafted by the Atlanta Braves, Hubbard
hit .382 last year at Cypress Junior Col-
lege in California.

Also joining the Deacs from Cypress
will be Hubbard’s teammate Jeff Ruz-
iecki. A power hitting first baseman
expected to hit in the three or four
slot, Ruziecki hit .359 with seven home
runs and a .569 slugging percentage last
year.The Deacs also hooked a good load
of young talent with three high schoolers.
Daniel Davidson of Grissom High School
in Huntsville, Ala., is a tall righthanded
power pitcher that throws in the high-
80s.

Ben Ingold will make the treck to Win-
ston-Salem from Riverside High School
in nearby Durham. A natural shortstop,
Ingold is able to play anywhere in the
infield and batted .368 last year in his
junior year.

Tim Morley will join the Deacs next

ear from Stevenson High School in Buf-
falo Grove, Ill. A nationally sought after
pitcher, the lefty throws in the high 80s
with excellent command and sported a
2.06 ERA last year.

Deacons ranked eighth in
Sears Cup standings

The Demon Deacon athletic program
received an eighth-place ranking in the
first edition of this year’s Sears Direc-
tors’ Cup Standings, released Dec. 5. The
Directors Cup is arating by the country’s
athletic directors of all the schools’ athletic
programs as a whole, and the number
eight ranking is the highest in school his-
tory.

T}}Ilis first pollincluded only field hockey
and cross country, and NCAA Tourna-
ment appearances by the field hockey
team (which advanced to the Final Four)
and both the men’s and women’s cross
country teams propelled the Deacs into
the top 10. The ACC is represented with
three teamsin the top 10, the most by any
conference in the country. North Caro-
lina is ranked fourth, N.C. State 10th.

SCHEDULE

Thursday, Dec. 7
Men'’s Basketball vs. Kansas, Joel Coliseum, 7
p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 9
Women'’s Basketball vs. Virginia, Joel Coliseum,
2 p.m.

Dardy returns from injury to lead Deacs

By Margaret McKenzie
Old Gold and Black Reporter

Meet Olivia Dardy.

She’s a 6-foot-1 senior from Norwalk, Conn., aleader
on and off the basketball court and the loudest cheer-
leader in the Joel when the Demon Deacons tip off.
Heavily recruited out of high school by some of the top
programsin the country including Old Dominion, Vir-
giniaand Syracuse, Dardy arrived in Winston-Salem in
1997 and quickly began to make animpact. Dardy says
that part of the reason she became a Demon Deacon
was the chance “to help a developing program win
games,” and, therefore, was very excited to come out
strong and contribute her freshman year.

An obvious threat in the post, Dardy also has the
ability to step out and shoot the long-range three to go
along with having great hands in the paint. “My great-
est skill on the court is probably catching the ball in
the paint and kicking it out to the guards - looking for
someone to be open on the court,” Dardy says. Dardy
sees her role on the team as being someone that can
encourage everyone to be optimistic and be a player
that will consistently play aggressively, score and try
to win at all costs.

After a successful sophomore year in which Dardy
earned honorable mention All-ACC honors and led
the team in rebounding and steals, she was plagued
by an ongoing injury dating back to high school. The
constantimpact against a knee that routinely slid, pop-
pingin and out, resulted in surgery Feb. 10. The injury,
which was “a hassle, more than a career-ending injury”
according to Dardy, sidelined her for the remainder

“Iwould like to think that my greatest
moment at Wake hasn’t occurred. I see it as
yet to come because we are winning now, and
[ am seeing the things to come like the
semifinals of the ACC tournament. Or maybe
even the finals. We just need to take one game
at a time, and show ourselves and the ACC
what great things there are to come.”
Olivia Dardy

Senior

of the season. Forced to watch a dismal season from
a spot on the bench, Dardy committed herself to her
rehabilitation process and began to focus on her senior
season. “It is definitely difficult to know that you can’t
contribute,” Dardy says. “Ithurts knowing thatitis your
junior year and that there is only one season left.” With
the summer came twice-a-day rehab sessions and with
the support of her teammates and faith in God, Dardy
prepared for her final year as a Demon Deacon.
This year has started off with abang for the senior who
has consistently played well in the Deacons’ first six
games. She has turned inimpressive rebound totals and
hasbeen an offensive threatand a defensive intimidator
coming offthe bench as the Deacs have run their record
to 5-1. Dardy has the skill and ability to start, but Head
Coach Charlene Curtis sees Dardy as her “super sub”
because she is able to, according to Curtis, “watch the

game and to making an immediate impact.” The only
remaining sign of Dardy’s injury is her limited playing
time due to less conditioning time in the offseason.

Providing intangibles like leadership, support and
enthusiasm, Dardy hasbeen influential on a young team
hungry to win.

“I know people look up to me because I'm a senior
and I have been through ups and downs,” she says.
“Everyone wants to win and if you are adamant about
winning you are more prone to want to learn.” This
openness has resulted in a well-rounded team attack for
the Demon Deacons, combining upperclass experience
with the excitement of developing freshmen who are
all learning from each other.

It has also lead to a special bond among the players.
Dardy encourages this special bond and notes that the
memories she has made here will last forever. Especially
the ones made off the court, traveling and laughing with
her teammates.

“We know how to have fun, but we are always seri-
ous once we step on the court,” she says. “We come to
win.”

Curtis believes Dardy’s greatest asset as a playeris her
personality on and off the court. “She knows how to
keep it light,” Curtis says.

“I'would like to think that my greatest moment at Wake
hasn’t occurred,” Dardy says.

“I see it as yet to come because we are winning now,
and ] am seeing the things to come, like the semifinals of
the ACC tournament. Or maybe even the finals.

“We just need to take one game at a time, and show
ourselves and the ACC what great things there are to
come.”

Deacons hope to survive winter break

By Jordan Webster
Sports Editor

Head Coach Dave Odom and his
Deacons are hoping that this year’s
Christmas is a bit more festive than last
year’s.

Last season, the Deacs found them-
selves left out in the cold during the
winter break after entering the respite
with a perfect 5-O record. Following their
unblemished first five games, the Dea-
cons took a prolonged midwinter’s nap,
dropping four of nine before the remain-
der of the student body returned to
campus for the spring semester.

This season’s schedule should be
equally as difficult, but Odom will keep
his troops much closer to the eastern
seaboard than he did a year ago, when
the Deacons participated in the Rainbow
Classic in Honolulu, Hawaii, losing two
of three games in the tournament, not to
mention their confidence.

The Deacs will take nine days off
following their nationally televised
matchup with Kansas Dec. 7 to allow
for final exams, and will resume when
the Georgia Bulldogs visit the Joel Coli-
seum on Dec. 16. It was the Bulldogs
that handed the Deacons their first loss
last season, when D.A. Layne hit an off-
balance three-pointer at the buzzer to
down the then-No. 18 Deacons, 68-67.

After hosting Georgia, the Deacs will
face Radford at LJVM. The Highland-
ersare currently 3-4 after defeating High
Point Dec. 4. Then in their final game
before Christmas, the Deacons will travel
to Philadelphia to tangle with Temple,
which will be another game with revenge
implications, as the Owls will be look-
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Senior guard Robert O’Kelley extends for a layup in the Deacons’ 66-55 victory
over South Carolina State Dec. 2.
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changes to 2001, as the Deacs begin con-
ference play Jan. 2 in a meeting with the
high-octane Virginia Cavaliers at LJVM.
The Cavs are one of six ACC teams
predicted to make an NCAA Tourna-
ment appearance in 2001, and should
give the Deacons a difficult first confer-
ence game.

Things won’t get any easier for the Dea-
cons from there, as four days later they
willmake their annual trip to Chapel Hill
to face conference rival North Carolina.
A projected top-10 team under new head
coach Matt Doherty, the Tar Heels have
stumbled out of the gate and are 4-2,
including a 17-point drubbing on their
home court against Kentucky.

The Deacs will also have to take on
Florida State and Georgia Tech before
classes resume, with the Seminoles trav-
elling to the Triad to take on the Deacs at
the Joel. Florida State handed the Dea-
cons their fourth defeat of the Christmas
season last year in a game that was also
at the Joel.

The Deacons led by 18 in the second
before succumbing to a Hale storm of
sorts — guard Ron Hale, now graduated,
litup the Deacs for 37 points as the “Noles
edged the Deacons, 66-64. The Jan. 13
game against Georgia Tech will be in
Atlanta, Ga. It will be the first time since
1982 that the Deacons will face a Yellow
Jacket team coached by someone other
than Bobby Cremins. Paul Hewitt now
pacesthe sidelines for the new-look Jack-
ets.

There are quite a few similarities
between this year’sbreak and last year’s,
all the way down to a pair of identical
opponents. Butan identical collapse will
hinder the Deacons’ postseason hopes

ing to avenge their five-point loss to the
Deacons last season. Head Coach John
Chaney’ssquadisatNo. 15 in this week’s
ESPN/USA Today Coaches’ Poll, but fell
to 4-4 with a loss to Villanova Dec. 5.
Two of the Owls’ four losses have come
at the hands of top-ranked Duke.

In the week between Christmas Day

and New Year’s Day, only one matchup
isonthe Deacs’ schedule, a stark contrast
to last season. The Deacs will spend that
seven-day stretch in Winston-Salem this
season. Last year, Odom took the team
to Hawaii, where they fell to Oregon and
Villanova, dropping out of the top 25.
The loss to Oregon was the second time

in less than three weeks that the Deacs
were the victims of a last-second prayer,
with guard Alex Scales’ three-pointer as
time expired sending the Deacons to a
67-66 loss.

But even though the Demon Deacons
will be staying closer to home this year,
things will get tougher as the calendar

and leave them with little momentum
going into the arduous ACC schedule.
And while Odom has learned from his
past errors and will be keeping his boys
on the mainland this year and out of the
warm Hawaii sunshine, he and his team
would still be well-served to avoid frost-
bite here at home.

Wellman continues search for football coach

By Jordan Webster
Sports Editor

Aweek and a halfinto the search for the Jim Caldwell’s
replacement as Demon Deacon head football coach,
and while universities around the country have been
gradually filling their respective positions and thus
shrinking the candidate pool, barely a whisper hasbeen
heard from the office of Athletics Director Ron Well-
man.

Whether no news results is indeed good news will
remain to be seen, although Wellman does feel that his
hunt for the next Deacon head coach is progressing
nicely.

“It’s (the search) is going very well,” Wellman said.
“The people on our short list have shown interest in
the job.”

Wellman may have lost out on his top choice Dec.
4 when ex-Deacon player and coach John Mackovic
signed a five-year contract to replace Dick Tomey as
the head coach of the Arizona Wildcats. An article in
the Dec. 1 edition of the Charlotte Observerreported that
Mackovic was Wellman’s top choice for the position,
but things didn’t pan out, and Mackovic took the job
in Tuscon, Az.

Had Mackovic been offered the position, it would
have been his second term as head coach of the
Deacons. Mackovic spent three years at the helm of
the Deacs from 1978-1980, compiling a 14-20 overall
record, although he did guide the 1979 team to the

Tangerine Bowl. Mackovic also played for the Deacons
from 1962-1964.

Mackovic most recently coached at the University of
Texas in 1997 Since then, he has served as an analyst
for ESPN.

In a statement released Dec. 4, Wellman explained
the nature of his dealings with Mackovic.

“When I met with John Mackovic last week, I con-
sulted with him about the needs of our program and
explored at greatlength and detail his returning as head
coach,” Wellman said.

“There was sincere interest on his part, but he also
recognized that returning to his alma mater after so
many years presents challenges that are not associated
with any other job.”

Wellman also was aware of Mackovic’s interest in
other positions, and was notified by the former Deacon
coachand player when he decided to accept the Arizona
offer. “John told me that he was involved in interview-
ing with other schools and that he wanted to continue
that process. Saturday John called me to tell me that
he was going to accept the position at Arizona. I am
happy for him and happy for college football to have
John back in coaching again.”

Other names being mentioned are Georgia Southern’s
Paul Johnson, William & Mary’s Jimmye Laycock and
Richmond’s Jim Reid, all head coaches at Division I-AA
schools, and Virginia Tech offensive coordinator Ricky
Bustle.

Several recent names tossed into the ring for the

Demon Deacon job have raised a few eyebrows. Well-
man may be looking into the NFL for candidates, and
Atlanta Falcon defensive coordinator Rich Brooks and
Mike Shula, who is currently the quarterbacks coach
with the Miami Dolphins, have been mentioned. Brooks
does have some college coaching experience, having
been the head man at the University of Oregon.

Wellman confirmed that he is considering looking to
the professional ranks for candidates, but would not
specify any names.

“Anumber of NFL current coordinators and assistants
are very interested in the position,” Wellman said.

Several other possible successors to Caldwell have
accepted positions at other schools. One of the first
names mentioned for the job after Caldwell was termi-
nated was Dirk Koetter, then the head coach at Boise
State. Koetter has signed on with Arizona State though,
after being very close to committing his services to Okla-
homa State. Gary Pinkel left Toledo to sign with Mis-
souri.

Alabama also has filled their coaching vacancy, luring
Texas Christian’s Dennis Franchione to Tuscaloosa, Ala.
to lead the Crimson Tide.

Two other ACC schools fired their coaches following
the 2000 season, with Maryland dismissing Ron Vander-
linden and North Carolina terminating the contract of
Carl Torbush. Former Georgia Tech offensive coordina-
tor Ralph Freidgen has taken Vanderlinden’s place in
College Park, Md., but the Tar Heels have yet to name
a successor for Torbush.



