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half, largely in part to turnovers.
While the Wolfpack only lost the
ball twice in the first half, the
Deacons coughed it up 12 times,
allowing State to sneak back into
the game.

Four points to close the first
half and five points to start the
second gave N.C. State its first
lead, 31-29, at the 16:19 mark.
Seven of those points were scored
by Justin Gainey, with junior
Robert O’Kelley defending him,
causing Odom to take him out of
the game.

“To be honest, I think we had
it too easy early on,” Odom said.
“N.C. State came out of the
shootaround not shooting the bas-
ketball well. They didn’t make
shots. But I knew that was noth-
ing more than a facade. I don’t
think they intended to do that. I
think our defense had something
to do with that, but I knew that
was not going to last.”

“I remember looking at the
score 29-18 with two and a half
minutes left on the clock duringa
television timeout, and I chal-
lenged our team to lengthen our
lead, and I'll never do that again.
They came up as I knew the
Wolfpackwould. They are ahard-
nosed team, and they’re not go-
ing to give in to losing very eas-
ily,” he said.

Both teams battled back and
forth through much of the sec-
ond half, but State looked poised
for victory after a Thornton dunk
following  junior Rafael
Vidaurreta’s turnover made it 50-

45 with 2:02 remaining.

But the Deacs scored five
straight points, highlighted by a
15-footer from O’Kelley that tied
the game at 50. The field goal
would be O’Kelley’s only basket
of the game.

Songaila put the Deacs ahead
by one after making 1-of-2 free
throws with 19.9 on the clock.
With the Wolfpack holding the
ball for the last possession and a
chance to win, Justin Gainey
drove to the basket with time
winding down but was fouled.
Gainey converted just one of his
free throws, tying the game at 51
and sending it to overtime.

“The loss hurt, and it hurt me
personally because Ihad achance
to win it with that free throw,”
Gainey said.

In the five-minute overtime,
Songaila took charge. He scored
four points on consecutive lay-
ups and another four on consecu-
tive free throws as the Deacs
closed the game with an 8-3 run.

“It feels great to be in that situ-
ation where you’re making key
shots at the end of the game,”
Songaila said.

“The most important thing for
me was the confidence my team-
mates showed in giving me the
ball.” he said.

Sendek, whose team, like the
Deacons, struggled in the second
half of the season after starting
the year outhot, was disappointed
to see his team come out as the
loser in a close game.

“It’s like a boxing match,”
Sendek said. “One guy just
doesn’t cover his head and not
throw any punches. Both teams
are scoring and playing, and that’s
the nature of the game of basket-

ball. There are runs. It’s frustrat-
ing not to win.”

Odom pointed to his team’s
46-31 rebounding margin as the
reason for its win.

“We continue to rebound the
basketball, and that is something
we’ve stressed since the begin-
ning of the year, but we’ve really
gotten adept to doing in the last

art of the season,” Odom said.
“We could not have won had we
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Junior Robert O’Kelley slices through the Cal defense and
scores in the Deacs’ third-round NIT win over the Golden Bears.

notreboundedlike thatinlight of
the fact that we turned the ball
over 23 times.”

Vidaurreta grabbed eight
boards, with freshman Josh
Howard and sophomore Craig
Dawson each collecting seven.
Howard also scored 14 points.

Anthony Grundy led the
Wolfpack with 14 points and
Kenny Inge, Gainey and
Thornton each scored 10.
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13 losses. That could have been us.”

If the Irish are using this as their motivation, then
so too should the Deacons, especially considering
that Deacs were also victors over several top teams
this season (including three wins against not one, but
two — count ‘em fwo — of the Final Four teams).

The teams also have nearly identical records, as
Notre Dame stands at 22-14, having notched one
more win than the Deacs with an equal number of

losses. Both teams enter the Garden tonight know-
ing that regardless of the outcome their seasons are
over. The point, however, is that both the Deacons
and the Irish have won their four games en route to
the finals and both are going into tonight’s game
badly wanting a win.

In a post-game press conference following the
Deacons’ nail-biting 62-59 overtime win over N.C.
State, junior Robert O’Kelley, perhaps the last player
on the team one would expect to be feeling confi-
dent, sounded shockingly positive.

“This win is a great confidence booster for us, and
we’re looking forward to winning the champion-
ship,” he said.

The Deacons should be feeling good about them-

selves, though. On their march to Madison Square
Garden they have taken on and defeated a premiere
team in the first round in Vanderbilt, two relative
unknowns in the next two games in New Mexico
and California and an old foe in N.C. State.

Notre Dame, meanwhile, has not really been
tested yet along the way to the finals, having posted
wins of 10 points or more in each of their games,
including a 73-53 blowout against Penn State in
their March 28 semifinal game.

Their inside game with first team All-American
Troy Murphy and outside shooting provided by
fellow sophomore David Graves will be a formi-
dable offense to deal with.

The Deacons have shown that they are capable of

shutting down scorers all season, however, particu-
larly when teams rely on big men to put up points
in the paint. Juniors Rafael Vidaurreta and Josh
Shoemaker have been somewhat overlooked for
the particularly effective job the two have done with
this task. Although there are still a few uncertainties
for the Deacs going into the championship, we can
be sure that the finals will certainly be an intense
matchup with heaps of pride riding on the outcome
for both teams.

Whether the Deacs come home from the Big
Apple as victors or runners-up, they should be
proud of their late-season accomplishments and I
think I speak for the entire campus when I congratu-
late them on a job well done. Go Deacs.

Winston-Salem Warthogs Baseball
Carolina League Affiiate -
Chicago White Sox

1 hirsty Thursday’s are BACK!

Celebrate the end of the school year with
your friends at Ernie Shore Field.

Discounted Beer and Soft Drinks all night long at Thursday
night home games!

Students get $1.00 of f with valid Student I.D.

Thirsty Thursday’'s this semester:
April 6 - Season Opener
April 20 - Kinston
May 4 - Myrtle Beach
May 25 - Myrtle Beach

All Game Times are 7:15 P.M.

Games are played at Ernie Shore Field, located on Deacon Blvd.,
across the street from LTVM.
For ticket, schedule, or group information call 759-2233

employment drug testing
and criminal background
check. Random drug
testing.

JOB FAIR

Old Town Club
1375 Old Town Club Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
336-723-5533

Good opportunity for College Students & Teachers!
Old Town Country Club is having an employment job fair on
Saturday, April 22, 2000
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Immediate interviews for the following positions:

*Banquet Service Staff
Part-time and * Al a carte Staff
Full-time positions * Kitchen
available. Pre- *\/alet

* Housekeeping/Banquet Houseman
* Pool Snack Bar Attendants

* Pool Lifeguards/Swim Coaches (must be certified)

OF

Famous New Orleans
Restaurant and Bar

Voted best New Orleans’ Style Restaurant 7

Years Running!

Great employee benefits and career opportunities
Now Hiring All Opening Team Members Bartenders,
Servers, Cooks, Dishe
Tiaining begins April 1
Apply in person Mon-Sat 10-4

Located behind Fuddruckers
110 Hanes Sq. Cr. PH: 794-1180
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