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Deacons attempt history-making ¢ - o r 550 AR D

third win in a row against App. St.

By Scott Payne
Associate Managing Editor

The Deacons return home to face the visiting Moun-
taineers from Appalachian State Oct. 3 under the lights
of Groves Stadium looking for their third win in a row,
a feat the Deacons have not been able to pull off in the

Caldwell regime.

The Mountaineers come to town having won their
first three games of the season, with victories over
Liberty, East Tennessee State and The Citadel.

The game, the Deacs’ Homecoming, will be the 20th
meeting between the two schools, with the Deacons

holding the series lead 13-5-1.

However, in the past few meetings the games have
been nailbiters, much to the chagrin of the Deacon

faithful, with 13 of the 19 games being decided by a

touchdown or less.

In their previous meeting in 1996 the Deacons
pulled out a 19-13 win, but in 1995 the Mountain-
eers shocked the Deacs with a 24-22 upset.

“Our games with Appalachian State have been
remarkably close in the past and we anticipate
another game much like that this Saturday.

“Obviously they come into the game undefeated
and are playing well and with a great deal of confi-

dence,” Caldwell said

Demon Deacon program.

In 1993 Caldwell recorded his first career victory
as the Deacon head man with a 20 to 3 victory over
the Mountaineers and boasts a career mark of 3-1
against them in his six years at the helm of the
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grand slam. Clouston and Munoz finished
second overall in the tournament falling in
the final round to Gregor Skorin and Nenad
Zivkovic of UNLV 1-6, 4-6.

“It was very exciting,” Munoz said. “We
had been working very hard for the last
year.”

“It was kind of a surprise, but not quite
because we had been working hard and
playing together for a year.”

Clouston echoed Munoz’s excitement
about the tournament. “It was a really good
feeling,” Clouston said of finishing sec-

ond. “We played really well the whole
week. Even though we didn’t win, we ended
strongly and hopefully we can build on that
for the rest of the season.”

Their coach was equally proud of their
success. “It shows that they are probably
one of the best doubles team in the nation,”
Zinn said.

So what is it that makes them so good? Is
it the mixture of speed and control? Possi-
bly.

“He has fast hands and quick volleys,”
Clouston said when asked about Munoz. “I
set it up. He finishes it.”

What about mixing composure with ex-
plosiveness? They seem to possess this as
well.

When asked to describe Munoz’s style of
play, Clouston had to take a few moments

“They really enjoy playing with each
other. They're friends on and off the
court.”

Jeff Zinn
Head Coach

to think. He finally decided on one word:
explosive.

In turn, Munoz described Clouston as
calm and composed on the court.

Then there’s the basic combination of a
good baseline player with a strong net
player? Clouston and Munoz score a point
here also.

“I'setitup and play the baseline. He’s the
net player,” Clouston said.

Finally we have the combination of ag-
gressiveness with consistency. Clouston and
Munoz rank here, too.

“He’s a very good returner and very con-
sistent. | have more of a quickness at the net
and am more aggressive,” Munoz said.

So perhaps the answer to the age old
debate of what makes a great doubles team
is simply a combination of everything.

However, maybe there’s something else.
Something that has not been debated be-
fore.

“They really enjoy playing with each
other. They’re friends on and off the court,”
Zinn said.

“We share a lot of interests and get along
well. Thathas helped us experience success
so far,” Clouston said, echoing his coach’s
observations of the team.

Munoz offered yet another explanation
of their success: competitiveness.

When asked what the No. 17 ranking
means to the team, Munoz did not talk
about the excitement or pride that it brings.

Instead he focused on what it means to a
true athlete: competition.

“It means we have more work to do. We
have to work harder to reach the top spot,”
Munoz said.

Whatever it is that makes a great doubles
team, Clouston and Munoz obviously have
it and are not afraid to use it.

They will return to action to defend their
ranking at the next stage of the collegiate
grand slam, the All-American Champion-
ships at Austin, Texas, Oct. 15 where the
tandem looks to continue its ongoing suc-
cess.
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and more!

Come celebrate the theme year
and join us at our first annual
Ethnic Heritage Faire!

Special performances by

Otesha African Dance Ensemble
Magic Carpet (Middle Eastern Dancers)

Greek Dancers (Greek Orthodox Church)
WFU Indian Dancers

Cultural exhibits and world foods

Don't miss this special Wake Forest event
on Saturday, October 17th at the Benson

University Center!

at 758-4869.

For more information contact the Benson University Center




