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Literary Societies:
rich history, hopeful future

Eu’s, Phi’s played large role on old campus

By Sxannon BoTHweLL aND EMILY  viding for the extra-curricular enter-chase a carpet?” Contests occurresbme of the older volumes in the 2
BREWER tainment of students. They fieldedprimarily within the societies, in their Smith Reynolds Library bear tracef

CoNTRIBUTING REFORTERAND AsSISTANTNEWS baseball and football teams for recregrandly appointed rooms on the seosf this. Underneath the pencilled-i I
EprTor ation, but the societies were the maiond floor of Wait Hall at the old call numbers on the fly leaf are th§

form of entertainment for the men ofcampus. letter “P.S.” or “E.S.,” standing for

They are a tradition more than 16Qhe college. Virtually every student at the col- Philomathesian Society and Euzelis
years in the making, dating back to As the principal literary concern of lege belonged to one of the two sociSociety.
some of the first days on the oldthe societies, the Friday night debatesties, and they served as the corner- The societies were a force in co
campus in Wake Forest. They soughtentered around many varied topicsstones of the political and social lifelege life until around World War I,
then and now to bridge the gap beranging from historical to political to of the college. when diminishing interest and co
tween intellectual and social life.  philosophical, and the discussionwas The leaders of the societies evepetition from fraternities sent the
Two literary societies, the Euzeliansever anything less than lively. Al-aided in the administration of the colinto decline.
and the Philomathesians, are enjoythough they primarily debated topicdege. One important way the societies Finally, an editorial in th®Id Gold
ing a revitalization and upsurge orsuch as “Was the Noachian floodvere integral functions of the univer-and Blackdated May 18, 1959, saidj®

campus. With a growing member-universal?” they also examined issity was in housing and maintaining‘Let’s forget the whole thing ... Let's A ﬁ.__ .‘, '

ship and increasing interest in thesues important to students in the midthe book collection of the college.forget the cup. Let’s forget the Soci : i Courteoftheowler

societies, the future looks hopeful forl9th century, such as “Ought thdnstead of having acentrallibrary, theety Day. Let's forget the (literary)

the budding organizations. Bloomer costume be adopted (foidean of the college divided the booksocieties. ...They serve no other puWhile still located on the old campus, the Philomathesian Society, shc
On the old campus, the two literarywomen)?” and such practical issuesetween the societies to be kept ipose than to take up room on théere in a 1942 photo, engaged in spirited debates under the leadershi

societies had the responsibility of proas “Should the Euzelian Society purtheir meeting rooms. Even todaysecond floor of Reynolda Hall.” co-president Ed Wilson, '43 (pictured on far right).

> Students revive Euzelian Society

e

By EmiLy BREwWER spring of 1995. Bowman, along with a smallstitution and discussed long-range goals

AssisTANT NEws EpiTor dedicated group of seven people, arrangedaciety is experiencing a renaissance of
discussion series that spring, discussing cras many new faces attend planning mee
In his sophomore year, senior Brian Bowationism vs. evolutionism. lectures and social events.

man read an article written by Provost Emeri- In the proceeding semesters, the societyAside from their lecture series, they sy
tus Ed Wilson, a professor of English and atarted to attract new members while mairsor a number of intellectually-oriented so
Philomathesian from the old campusTime taining a regular discussion series, includingvents. This semester, they held a poetry
Philomathesiaournal. an in-depth look at the politics, religion andatop of Hanging Rock, atrip to the opera,
“His article really impressed upon me thditerature of the together went to see the Irish epic |
history of the Philomathesians and thd/liddle East and a “Michael Collins,” followed by a faculty-le
Euzelians, and the significant role that thegtudy of the univer- discussion.
played in the intellectual life of our campussity, its past, present “My goal is to create a forum of discuss
many years ago,” Bowman said. and future. about topics students are interested in, a
In the process of researching the history, “Although our invite faculty to join in,” senior society pre
Bowman grew increasingly fascinated andormathas changed dent John Whitmire said.
was encouraged to bring the society bacland we are not as To be considered for membership in
“Thefirsttime | held the 1835-36 constitutionbig and pervasive, society, a student must have attended
in my hands—which spoke of the democratiour basic ideals are thirds of the semester’s events and must
nature of the society which was organized fahe same, those be- The Greek upsilon onstrate a sincere interest and loyalty tc
‘the improvement of our minds,” | askeding the pursuit of has always been the society. Members are pinned in a for
myself‘how could this have been neglected?®knowledge, and in- society’s symbol. induction ceremony at the end of the sem
Although the Philomathesian Society hadellectual pursuits and have a voting voice in decisions.
been brought back, Bowman embraced thautside of the classroom,” Bowman said. = Nextsemester’s discussion series addr
idea of a larger society with a central focus. The Euzelian motto, “Inveniam viam autsex, specifically looking at Freudian view
Bowman decided thatthe campustoday lackéaciam,” Latin for “| will find a way or | will  sexuality; Romanticism and sensuality in
a proper outlet for intellectual developmentnake one,” symbolizes the Society’s attemphe marketing of sex in society; sex anc
outside of the classroom and he began r& encourage free thought and spark intelletaw; civil rights and sex; and the differ
searching the history of the Euzelian Societyual curiosity in the pursuit of wisdom. religious views of sex.
. and organizing interested students to help Current Euzelians are encouraged aboutStudents interested in finding out i
Courtesy of the Euzelian Society NiM resurrect it as well. the future of the society and are taking ste@dout the Euzelian Society can check ot
On a trip to Hanging Rock State Park in October, the Euzelian Society read selections Bringing the society back to campus was t see that, now that the society is back, it wilomepage at http://www.wfu.edu/~euzel
from Plato, Wordsworth and Plath on top of the mountain. slow and gradual process, which started in theot disappear. Having rewritten the old conEmily Brewer is a Euzelian Society men

Pht’s reestablished at university

By SHANNON BOTHWELL time events each semester in ad
dition to our film and lunch dis-

cussion series,” junior society E el a S Ph IO athes a S

member Andrew Frey said. uz I n I m | n
Finally, the society cultivates

debate on both local and global

issues on the pages dihe

CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

The legacy of the literary societ-
ies was not consigned to the dusty
annals of university history. In 1992,
Joy Goodwin, '95, and other stu-

hil hesiamj lof non- . . .
Philomathesian Society o provide ficion essaye by students an ®  Hold adiscussion ®  Produce a literary
an outlet for intellectual explora- faculty that is published each se 5 .
tion on campus. mester. series each semestejournal each semeste

The new Philomathesians are
dedicated to the principles of dis-
cussion on topics ranging from art
to history to politics. To foster this r-.
goal of generating discussion ang
debate, the Philomathesian Societ)
sponsors a variety of activities that
are free and open to all students an
faculty.

“I think that the function of the
old society was different. We seek|
to serve a more cultural and aca
demic function,” said senior Suzie
Danks, a society organizer.

One staple of the Society is the
film series, in which approximately
35 foreign, classic, and otherwisg
hard-to-find films are shown over
the course of the semester. The S
ciety provides these films in the
hopes of increasing appreciation fo
film-making and starting discussion, few events each semester. e Name means ® Name meansg
shown every weekend in Tribble A- The Philomathesian Society] |, « 5 ”
3. Courtesy of the Philomathesian Society  prides itself on its lack of confin- y4 eal oOus searc h for Iove Of Iearn | ng

Another component of thePhilomathesian Society members seniors Suzie Danks, Jamieing structure and, as of now, has ;
Philomathesian effort to spark desWomack and Caroline Gupton along with juniors Paul Tho-  no definite slated officers. wisdom”
bate is the weekly lunch lecturemas and Andrew Frey hang out. “Idealistically, there’s a
series, in which faculty and staff are strength in how it's organized,”
invited to spend a lunch with interested stuPhilomathesians sponsor events such asFeey said, “ thou%h Ifdo?;t know how long it
dents discussing their research, world viewyorkshop on book-making with Wescan continue in that fashion.” : 2 - 3 - .
or hobbies. Hammond from the Sawtooth Center, which “ We're trying to be a little less formal,” ® For |nf0rmat|0n. ¢ For |nf0rmat|0n-

These lectures give professors and studernitok place Oct. 13, and the Annual Literanppanks said. “We're trying to provide an alter .
a chance to talk with one another in an infoMasquerade Ball, co-sponsored this year withate to formal events on campus.” http:/mww.wfu.edu/~euzelian call Paul Thomas, Ext. 6670
mal setting. the Euzelian society, held on Halloween. Shannon Bothwell is a Philomathesian Soc

In addition to these regular happenings, the “We hope to continue offering these oneety member.

The journal, currently in its . g . . c
third year of publication, is an | @round a specific topic The Philomathesian
extension of the society’s debate
and discussions on many topicg
and provides a unique forum for ) i )
o Keaping thﬁy‘;{;',veff,;tey_- ® Social events in- ®  Sponsoraforeign
o s el clude concerts, films, classic, and rare filn
bers of the university community . .
are invited to all of the society's| NIKe@S and coffeehousesseries every weekenc
events and are welcome at th¢
meetings.

Though the society sponsorg

events that it hopes are though} @ Meet Weekly for e Hold a |unchbag

provoking, its ultimate goal is to
help make the university a placg I I i

B omersaton anal - PlaNNing meetings lecture series
open discussion of controversia
issues are the norm, not isolateq
to one group of students or to 4




