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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Election error on the Duke Power distribution side

rather than a campus problem. We
would like the campus community to
know that we are currently, and have
been for some time, working very
closely with Duke Power trying to
get them to upgrade their distribution
facilities to the campus so that we
will have two independent sources of
power from different directions,
thereby decreasing the likelihood of
a campus power outage caused by
distribution.

However, as you accurately pointed
out in your Oct. 24 article, the outage
on Oct. 22 was indeed caused by an
on-campus problem. Lightning which
had occurred sometime prior to that
day, and there was no way to judge
how long it might have been prior to
that, damaged a lightning arrestor on
a transformer in the Wilson Wing of
the Z. Smith Reynolds Library. That
damaged piece of equipment finally
failed on Oct. 22 which caused a
series of events leading to the power
outage which you wrote about.

 In your editorial in the same issue,
you indicated cause for concern when
something of this nature occurs due
to the age of the high voltage distri-
bution system here on campus. Again,
we would like the campus commu-
nity to know that we began some four
months ago a study and engineering
investigation to examine all of our
underground distribution system and
to plan for an upgrade of the entire
system.

 We have hired an engineering ser-
vices group, which is a subsidiary
group of Duke Power Company and
which has great expertise in high-
voltage distribution, to do this study
and to design for us a modern system
of distribution for electrical power on
this campus. It is our goal to have the
preliminary design completed, priced
and ready for a presentation to the
administration the end of this calen-
dar year.

 As funding can be arranged, we
will then begin replacement of the
existing system with new and mod-

ern equipment to provide depend-
able power to the campus. This sys-
tem will be designed in such a way
that a problem in any particular area
will affect only the building at which
it might occur and not several build-
ings as is the case under the current
system.

You should also know that we are
currently designing building auto-
mation systems under our energy
management program which will
not only help control the use of
energy resources in all of our build-
ings but will give us the capability
of monitoring such events as a power
failure or an equipment failure in a
particular area and thus giving us
the ability to respond to it and cor-
rect it much faster.

Finally, you should also know
regarding fire alarm systems that
we have been for some time in the
process of replacing and upgrading
fire alarm equipment and systems
in campus facilities. We have re-
cently installed in the police com-

Electrical update

This is to correct an error in the
Oct. 31 issue of the OG&B. On B5,
your headline announces that the Nov.
5 election was the last presidential
election of this century. The presi-
dential election to be held in the year
2000 is still in the 20th century. The
numbers for the end of decades, cen-
turies and millenia end in “0.”

Ralph D. Amen
Professor Emeritus

I would like to respond to the ar-
ticle and editorial “Power surge raises
safety concerns” in your Oct. 24  is-
sue regarding the power outage which
occurred on Oct. 22.  First of all you
should know that most power out-
ages which we have incurred in re-
cent years have been due to problems

vided by pure market capitalism are
not enough to sustain the social secu-
rity of many retired Americans.

The second option is difficult to
stomach —  everyone under an un-
determined age, perhaps 40, will not
receive Social Security benefits, but
will pay the taxes anyway for the
benefits of the elderly. Any first-
year economics major here will tell

you that this no-benefit tax will wreak
havoc on our economy and slow
growth.

People paying the tax will have to
save even more of their salaries for
their own retirements. Many may
not be able to retire or afford chronic
health care late in life. Furthermore,
we cannot expect older Americans
to hold laborious jobs, to all work as
Wal-Mart greeters, or to lead the
Microsoft Windows 97 development
team.

This scenario scares people be-
cause there would be no security, no
safety net, and the government would
suck the income from the working
people and place it into the pockets
of those who created this unfair in-
come redistribution scheme.

The third option, and the least
popular among baby boomers, is that
they pay for their own retirement.
It’s true in civilized circles that
younger generations do have an ob-
ligation to care for generations in old
age.

However, I charge Bob Dole’s gen-
eration with unintentionally creat-
ing a system too burdensome for us

layed the Social Security bankruptcy
by a few more years, until 2009.
Both parties have concocted many
ways to delay real action — taxing
Social Security benefits, eliminat-
ing benefits to the rich, postponing

the retirement age, and so on.
Their proposals are only tempo-

rary solutions designed to delay po-
litical fallout from the collapse of an
important American institution.

For years politicians have been
seeking short-sighted solutions and
lying through their teeth about the
viability of the Social Security sys-
tem. Well, guess who is going to pay
for their false teeth?

The answer to that question may
be up to us. There are three possibili-
ties: we abolish Social Security, we
pay for it, or they pay for it. Immedi-
ately abolishing Social Security is
not a pleasant option.

It is a conservative pipe dream to
believe that senior citizens will be
able to maintain their quality of liv-
ing, or that today’s workers will ad-
equately save for their retirements.
Americans need some economic se-
curity to protect them from reces-
sions, depressions, inflation and their
own money squandering tendencies

 Even though the baby boomer
generation has invested like no other
before in mutual funds, stocks and
other securities, these things pro-

to maintain, and I charge both Dole’s
and Clinton’s generations with al-
lowing the system to endanger the
future social security of Americans—
our security.

The Social Security system has
been changed from essentially a sav-
ings plan to a plan transferring the
wealth from younger generations to
the next. And when the baby boomers
outnumber in old age the generation
after them, the income from present
taxes will not be sufficient to keep
the Social Security ‘trust fund’ sol-
vent. The tax base needs to be en-
larged, not by taxing workers in
twenty or thirty years, but by taxing
workers today before they retire.
Let’s end the wealth transfer by en-
acting laws to require people, per-
haps over 35, to pay a higher social
security tax. The tax must not be
passed on to the employer since older
employees might then suffer dis-
crimination.

The additional tax must be placed
into a real trust fund and allowed to
grow until it can pay for that
generation’s retirement. In this way,
people in the age bracket 35-67 would
make their sacrifice to remedy the
Social Security dilemma. Americans
now under 35 would also have to
sacrifice something by making the
morally correct sacrifice of not un-
fairly indebting the young.

The point is that it is not right for
the children and younger workers of
today to pay the bill for the ruling
elite’s mistakes. We already are in-
heriting trillions of dollars of debt,
and a nation tainted with racism,
AIDS, pollution, spoiled lands and
many major league sports problems.
In the Presidential debates, Bob Dole
attacked President Clinton for ‘scar-
ing senior citizens’ into the Demo-
cratic fold. If I had been debating
them, I would have accused both
men of scaring my generation.

Social Security poses threat to ’Gen X’
MATTHEW  SMITH -KENNEDY

GUEST COLUMNIST

 For years politicians have been seeking short-sighted solu-
tions and lying through their teeth about the viability of the
Social Security system.

I n this year’s election, most
viewed Bob Dole as the Republi-
can candidate, and Bill Clinton

as the Democrat. I saw one candi-
date who remembers World War II
and the Depression, who is a mem-
ber of the first generation to benefit
from social security. The other can-
didate and winner, President Clinton,
belongs to the generation wrecking
social security. Clinton’s baby
boomers are a demographic anomaly
created during 1945-1961 by a post-
war growth surge in drive-in movie
attendance.

Before the baby boomers, each
age group usually had more people
than in older age groups. Teenagers
slightly outnumbered people in their
twenties who outnumbered middle-
aged Americans. Most importantly,
the middle-aged alone outnumbered
everyone over 60. This pyramidal
population structure has meant that
a relatively large young population
has been economically supporting
retired persons. Unfortunately, the
baby boomers make the entire pyra-
mid top-heavy because they are liv-
ing longer. Living longer is a good
thing, but as the Vulcan greeting
says, we need to live long and pros-
per.

The Social Security program is
the means by which most Ameri-
cans have planned for retirement.
Guess who is going to pay for it? No,
those retiring won’t be paying —  we
will. That’s right. This isn’t a baby
boomer thing, and we can’t let the
media label this a  ‘Generation X’
problem.

The economists are only speculat-
ing at the levels of taxation neces-
sary to keep Social Security and
other entitlement programs afloat as
they are now — 60 percent, 70 per-
cent, 80 percent? Sure, Bob Dole
and some team of actuaries just de-

and in distant parking lots, creat-
ing another problem with flow of
traffic in this area, and many dented
doors and bumpers may result in
addition to the safety problem. The
people who give out tickets seem
pleased by the lack of parking
spaces, as an unusually high num-
ber of cars can be seen sporting
tickets.

It was the right of all the students
affected by this construction to be
given fair and adequate warning
about the closing of the lot and the
walkway.

 Someone in authority at this
university had to know of this con-
struction for some time in advance,
because in order for this to occur
there had to be bids entered by
contractors, blueprints, and other
contractual obligations prior to
breaking ground.

 It should be the obligation of
whomever is responsible (admin-
istration, Facilities Management,
etc.) to report upcoming inconve-
nience to students. For such major
construction as this, students re-
quire more than a weekend’s worth
of notice.

In fact, if the administration
knows that a major undertaking is
to be begun far enough in advance,
students should be made aware of
this prior to the housing process in
the spring semester.

This may seem to be an insig-
nificant detail, but it is indeed the
right of every student to know of
future construction that may be
very problematic and irritating.
Even if the exact date of such a
project is not known, just letting
students know that it will happen
would be helpful . In any case,
students should get several months
notice before such major projects
occur.

This is not to say that students
must be made aware of all con-
struction, but merely the construc-
tion that will have a direct effect on
the quality of life students will
experience. Part of the uniqueness
of living in satellite housing is the
quiet atmosphere as well as the
short walk from your car to your
room. All of these benefits are now
gone.

Construction is a constant-and
sometimes necessary and benefi-
cial-part of the university. Few
would dispute the benefits students
have received from past construc-
tion projects such as the Benson
University Center and no doubt
students at the time complained
about the inconvenience. We can-
not ask that all construction but
students do have a right to be in-
formed of major disruptions to their
daily lives well before their cars
are towed and bulldozers invade
their backyard, and that their safety
during these projects be more seri-
ously considered. It is not too much
to ask.

When one thinks of this
university’s campus, many vivid
images are pictured: the Magnolia
trees, the green grass of the Quad,
the red-brick buildings, the back-
hoe parked behind the Benson
University Center, the temporary
fence erected by men doing con-
struction. What?

That’s right. With the begin-
ning of this academic school year
this university has seen a marked
increase in the amount of con-
struction being done around cam-
pus.

It is indeed typical for some
form of minor construction to be
in continual progress, to keep Fa-
cilities Management busy. In fact,
construction is typically more
abundant at other campuses around
the country.

This year, however, the campus
seems to be rather densely popu-
lated by construction. The sum
total of all this ongoing construc-
tion raises serious issues for stu-
dents, namely safety and distur-
bance.

Last weekend, with little to no
notice, the main parking lot for
Student Apartments and north was
abruptly closed for the purpose of
construction.

Some students were not made
aware of this closing until after the
fact, when it made little difference
because their cars were already
towed away.

This is not merely to say that it
was wrong to tow the cars, be-
cause that really goes without say-
ing, but in fact the closing of this
lot causes a much bigger problem.
With the closing of this lot, the
path between North Hall and cam-
pus, the most direct path to cam-
pus for students residing in the
vicinity, was also closed.The path
is currently blocked by a large
chain-link fence erected by the
construction workers as part of
what appears to be their standard
operating procedure: dig up ground
and put up lots of fence.

The inability of students to travel
this path to campus forces them to
use an alternate route from their
residence walking along Allen
Easley Road, that is by no means
as safe.  In recent weeks the uni-
versity has experienced security
problems which have many stu-
dents a little more cautious than
usual

The inconvenience of the elimi-
nation of this path as a direct route
home only adds to the safety prob-
lem.

In addition, the closing of this
lot has created a shortage of park-
ing spaces in this region. The cam-
pus was already in dire need of
parking spaces, but now the prob-
lem for students in Student Apart-
ments has been compounded, forc-
ing students to park their cars in
awkward positions on the curbside

Construction causes
campus concerns


