Trustee ‘elections’ a farce
until student votes count

OStudent Government officers. In particular, w&ruoent CoLumnist

were allowed to select one of six students for studeTt

trustee. Choosing three of the candidates is similarly ineffe
Student trustee is easily the most important of all thiee, as it assumes that a student is impartial toward

SG positions. Not only is the student trustee allowddree. Ranking the candidates is also a false choice

access to the board of trustees meetings, where wogers can only say that they think this person should

direction (and funding) of the university is discussedhouldn’t be in office. Ranking does not say that th

but the student trustee is allowed to vote. The studemwters are five-sixths for the person running, and on

trustee is supposed to represent student concerns tcstkth against.

board of trustees. What's more, this system tacitly discourages cand
| voted for senior George Demetriades, as did 4fates from going door-to-door and meeting the stude

percent of the voting population. His closest competihat they hope to represent. After all, only finishing in th

tion only got 24 percent of the vote.
Oddly enough, Demetriades isn’t the student trusteginning the position, however, only to convince the SL

The position is currently filled by junior Joy Vermillion,that you are the one for the job.

who got only 20 percent of the vote, and third place. The SLC has its way of determining the right perso

n March 3, 1995, students went to the polls t9osepH DOBNER

She got the third most votes. She also got the foultlamely, it reviews each candidate’s resume and appli¢

fewest votes. | don't see Steve Forbes representing tioa. It also considers the student vote and the can
Republicansthis fall, and Paul Tsongas definitely didrdiates’ proposed solutions for campus problems.
head the Democratic ticket in 1992. At the time of the selection, the big proposed solutid

top half of the field is necessary. It is sufficient fof
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The student trustee is “elected” every two yearaias the Plan for the Class of 2000 and its codicil, t

Potential candidates for the position are reviewed bpmputer proposal. Vermillion supported it. Demetriades

SG, who selects up to six for the general electioopposed it.

Students then vote for one of six candidates. A large plurality of the student body supporte
Demetriades and opposed the computer proposal.
parently, having the “correct” opinions scores big wit

T he current system for electing the

student trustee is no election at all. Itis ~ Major issues is laughable.

One could argue that Vermillion has done a good jo

the SLC. If the system continues as it has, the notion|of
students having direct input to the board of trustees pn

e
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merely a test to see if the student body
: plurality. We have no way of determining that, as t
agrees with the SLC. minutes of the board are sealed. We do know t
Vermillion supported the Plan for the Class of 2000 a
the gates proposal, both of which were opposed in wh
Then comes the tricky part: the top three vote-gettarsin part by a majority of the student body. She wi
go to the Student Life Committee. The SLC then derobably have an excellent resume and many glowi
cides which candidate to nominate as the student trusteeommendations from the powers that be.
That candidate goes to the board of trustees for finalShould Vermillion decide to take a stand opposing
approval. administrative recommendation (and she may alrea|
SG should have the power to nominate candidatésve, again, the records are sealed) she would not be
They are, after all, our elected representatives. Tteespeak from the authority of a duly elected represen
trustees should be able to approve or deny a candidétes of the student body.
just as they would for any other potential trustee. The trustees do in fact own the university. It is thei
The problem comes with the SLC exercising what igy dispose of as they please. The student trustee posi
in effect, a veto over an election. The SLC is not electexkists by their choice.
Nor is it representative of the student body. However, having an election of any sort means that
The SLC arrives at its decision considering a numbgoverning body trusts that the voting populace h
of factors. One of these factors is the results of tk@aough wisdom to make aninformed choice (andto elg
election. One would hope that students use the “otlteyes mean to choose) of a person to represent them
factors” in arriving at their choice. hold an election and then to ignore the results is insulti
The student input in the process is essentially irrelt best and dishonest at worst.
evant. Choosing one candidate of six where only thre€The current system for electing the student trustee|
candidates are weeded out means that one’s votenaselection at all. It is merely a test to see if the stude

disregarded, due to the lack of the ballot being ableltody agrees with the SLC. The “election” is a farce, and oring ourselves but also those who Personally, | have always be- Certainly, at the university we

decisively determine who fills the trusteeship. should be made binding or be abolished.

despite her not having been elected by either majority|or
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As the holidays are quickly ap-

s we enter into this seasonjoanna [WATA
proaching, perhaps this presents t|

Cultural pride 1 tant

A of Thanksgiving and spe
cial holiday celebrations GUesT CoLumnisT all of us an opportunity to capture

N from Diwali, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, the essence of what celebrating o
Y Lovefeast to Christmas, perhapfoom), in light of what | am told diversity is all about, and more-
blghis is a timely occasion for us all tothe “majority” of students want? over, what it will require from us.
a- reflect on the meaning of this seaWhere and when does the minorityProgress, of course, never comes {

son and what it takes to live, studyoice factor into who it is we areus fast enough but it does comé
S orworkinaculturally diverse com- here to serve and represent? incrementally as illustrated by the
I0MMmunity. Thankfully, exceptional studentfollowing Taoistinsight (thank you

Theoretically, this should be aleaders do emerge. It was sophdMaster Ni).

€ time where we can come togethemore Jen Steinberg, the Student In examining the relationship of
S to honor and celebrate the richnes&overnment Chief of Staff who man with nature, how often do we
2Ct of the many different cultural tradi- recently approached me atthe Prediind ourselves open to accepting
Taions we bring with us to the uni-dents’ Leadership Conference taatural process which emerges bg
Ng versity. apologize for the unfair criticism | tween the two? In our rush to gef
_ But before the celebration canhave received regarding the newhings done, how easy is it for us tg
IS begin, we must also be aware ofsame Room. Her act of compassit and enjoy the apricots which
nt what inhibits us from not only hon- sion garnered my deepest respecfall from the trees so naturally?

are different from us. lieved that in order to be an effec-can continue to push forward vari-
In my attempt to keep up with alltive leader, one must be able tmus initiatives to address cultural
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of the latest discussions on culturatliscern the difference betweendiversity. This effort, though, in
diversity at the university, some-when to act and when to be quietmy mind goes beyond our relying
times it can be mind-boggling. Ithonoring a more natural way tosolely on what certain offices, stu-
seemsto me that almost every camemerge which in itself can be verydent groups and academic depar
pus group from students, faculty,powerful. | also believe that thements can do for us. And it also
staff and the administration have &ource for the most meaningfulgoes beyond just addressing on
vested interest in being “pro-ac-social change in the communitiedacet of the issue such as race relg
tive” and responsive in addressingve live and work in does not lie tions at the university.
issues afflicting those who viewexternal to us but within us. The realm of higher learning |
and experience the university as a If we can, at some level, putamfocused on lies in both the qual
“chilly climate.” away the political agendas fority and nature of our daily interac-
While this is good, to echo theawhile, all the talk and all the blam-tions with each other. How do we
concerns of student leaders whdng, can we actually find a way to“choose” to honor ourselves and
attended the recent Presidents'strengthen our community” each other? Can we agree to dig
Leadership Conference, why is itthrough our acts of courage andagree? Can we find the balance g
that from year to year, we still find compassion? And if so, how do weknowing when to act and when “to
ourselves talking about the sameddress this matter when there arbe?”
issues and still developing the samstill those among us who cannotbe May we all, during this holiday
plans? heard or whom others override sgeason, try to enjoy the diversity of
Equal to this, we also seem to be¢hat we are not heard? apricots we do have which com-
fairly adept in deflecting our re- Going one step further, are weprise our community — whether
sponsibility to act on such plans,also prepared to look closer withinthey be big ones, small ones, yel
either by blaming someone or somesurselves to actively address whalow, brown or gold ones. As we do,
thing else for what we are someit is that either serves to bring udet us recommit ourselves to plant;
times afraid to act on. together or separate us even fuiing the seeds from this fruit in fer-

astweek, Imade adumbmove vi E HADEN

Sprained ankle creates problems
and | suffered a bad sprain

| seriously considered making a
sign and hanging it around my neck

Case in point: Shorty’s and thether? tile ground, where it can grow and
now infamous Game Room. Why If we are, can we recommit our-someday become big and stron
is it that | find | must continually selves to promoting the kinds ofenough to bear fruit enough for
justify why | am protecting the changes which will make this aeveryone.
interests of a "minority” group (in more “tropical” versus “chilly’ cli- ~ Joanna lwata is the director of
this case the users of the Gamenate for all groups? the Benson University Center.

L playing basketball in my STupent CoLumnisT
Health and Exercise class. Because lets as | trudged around.
of this, | was treated to one of thehour. | thought | was going to die.  Everyone called me cripple, and
most miserable experiences of my Dinner was the next problem. Mythought it was so funny. It may have
life, hobbling around campus. How-friends decided that they would walkbeen the first time, but it definitely
ever, | think | can find something really slowly so that | could keep up.wasn't after the 99th.
good in it. Unfortunately, they also decided to Strangers were even more inter
After spraining it, | made my way take the longest route imaginablegsting. Most people would break thei
over to Student Health Services. I'veand the one that involved the mostecks to hold a door open for me, bu
visited there so many times, theystairs. | fell three or four times. when it came to hobbling up any
have a special roomreserved justfor By this time the novelty of my stairs, everyone raced to get ahed
me. | think the receptionists evemew toys were rapidly wearing off. of me.
know me by name. When we finally got to the Pit, | had Another interesting thing is that
There | was treated to several docto sit and wait for someone to bringno one wanted to make eye contag
tors showering me with attention, allme my food. | felt totally helpless. with me as | walked along; perhaps
unwanted. Finally the diagnosis — Things only got worse. | hoppedthey were afraid that my sprain was
severely sprained ankle. No sportinto my 9:30 a.m. class the next dayinfectious. So much for southern
for 10 days. | tried to get out of thefive minutes late. Everyone was quiehospitality. We won't even talk about

with my story, or distributing leaf-

office on my own two feet, but onewatching me hop to my seat in thevhat happened at the football game;

of the doctors stopped me and saithack. | was so tired from the walkl really don’t feel like reliving it.

“I think you should take some over that | fell asleep in class. So what did | learn from all of

crutches.” Iwentto my 1:30 p.m. class, whereghis? First of all, your legs are defi-
So I did. I figured that it wouldn’t the same thing happened. | decideditely the most important part of

be a big deal. I'd hop around camit wasn't worth it, so | skipped my your body. I'm wearing an ankle

pus, gathering sympathy from totalFriday classes and stayed in my roonfarace the rest of my life.

strangers, have people bring me footthis led to another problem. | was Secondly, this campus is not handir

and relax some. It would be like abored. capped-accessible. Although the
vacation, almost. I satin my room and tried to studyramps are all around somewhere

You can probably tell that | had (as my father had helpfully suggestethey are in inconvenient spots. If
never been on crutches before. Suré,do when | called him with the you don’'t have a car, you are really
it was easy walking around Healthnews), but | couldn’t concentrate onin trouble. A note to Student Gov-
Services, but campus was anotheanything but my sore arms and myernment, this is a topic you might be
story. throbbing ankle. The factthat | couldable to do something about.

The walk from there to my dorm not run or go lift weights was frus- Third, people who aren’t your
on South campus was the longegtating enough, but not being able tdriends only care if it doesn’t cause,
one in my life. | consider myself in go get my own lunch really ticked them any extrainconvenience. Don’
pretty good shape, but | had to stopne off. It was very interesting to seeworry, step-racers, when you guys
over adozentimesto catch my breatpeople’s reactions to my injury. My are all on crutches, I'll make sure tg
and give my arms a break. friends usually asked me what happush you aside so | can get to clas

That walk took me over a half pened. on time.

—
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