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EDITORIALS

Words of wisdom
for the bright-eyed

We, at theDld Gold and Black cial life revolves around parties. If
feel that because we produce aone so chooses, this experienc

ing new students, along with pro-conjunction with a Greek organi-
viding helpful information about zation or independently.
the university and the city of Win-
ston-Salem, we should be allottedchow have more freedom than you
some room to give our opinionscould possibly imagine, you do
and advice on the months to comenot have to exercise it at all times
So, without further delay, hereThe first week away from home is
are some things that any studerthe easiest time to do something
can expect to happen in his or heyou will regret. Try not to.
first year. While Greek functions domi-
m Academics nate the party scene on campus
Remember all of your older there are a plethora of activities ta
friends who told you that they do around Winston-Salem.
found college to actually be easier The city has coffee shops and

)

e
issue that is dedicated to welcomean easily be had here, either in

Remember that even though you

Py

Bobby-Ray: | bet this will make within individual cities before it be-
West Virginia cool, too. comes a truly cool state.
Apparently, some of the ditties The leaders of Winston-Salem
that did not make it through the finalmust think that people are going tg
As my car was speeding along théeapfrogging the first two rules.  draft had potential, but they just didget in the car, look at their seat beltg
interstate, | looked up and saw a | wonder who the brainchild be- not convey the proper message. make the decision to buckle up, an
green rectangle that read, “Wherhind this idea was? | can almost “Wear a seat belt when you travelthen think, “C’'mon record.”
you're driving in our state.” About picture the meeting at the Turnpike Or we’ll have to peel you off the Did you know that people who
50 yards later, another green rectcommission. gravel./Please wear your seat beltsdrive without buckling up see the
angle answered my quizzical look, Billy-Ray: Okay, gang, I've been Something about it just did not sitsigns and change their actions, jus
reading, “Buckle up and don’t temptthinking a lot about this whole seatwell with the entire crew. so they can say they contributed to
fate.” This catchy rhyme was com-belt thing. We're dealing withanew “So you think that seat belts arerecord-breaking week? How excit-
pleted with a third sign, “Fasten yourgeneration of drivers. Kids todayunderrated./We’'ll see how you feeljng for the citizens of Winston.
seat belt. It's the law.” want something hip, somethingonce you're decapitated. / For the We need to get one thing cleare
“Wow,” | thought, “what a stupid trendy. | suggest we build a series dove of God, use the damn straps.”up right now. People wear seat belt|
idea.” signs warning themto use their sturdy Once again, too much. to keep their bodies from flying
| think that West Virginiais trying safety buckles. And we can putthem Our very own Winston-Salem isthrough windshields in the event thaj
to assertthatitreally is a “cool” stateon the interstate so the kids will seenother area trying a new, hippethey are in a high-impact crash.
after all. Something intuitive tells them while they’re driving. method of increasing seat belt use. It | have never worn a seat belt be
me that this is not the way to con- Betty-Ray: Fellas, | believe weis in the form of an incentive pro- cause it was the cool thing to do. (
vince people, though. need to do something different.gram. did, however, own more than a few
Cool states have a certain panach®omething that captures the essencePicture a green rectangle. It readgairs of multi-colored Jams shorts in
that our poetic West Virginians seenof West Virginia. “Seat belt Use / Last week 93% Jjunior high school. When the girls
to lack. For example, in cool states, Bobby-Ray: We should post signsRecord 97%.” screamed at the sixth-grade dance
the women have all of their teeth.on outhouses and port-a-jons every- North Carolina has always beerthey screamed for Andy.)
And saving them in a jar does notwhere. one of the cooler states, with itsroll- It's great to see that states ar
count. Secondly, and probably more Sonny-Ray: | say we rhyme theing hills, waving fields and glorious concerned with driver safety. | could
important, toilets are indoors. signs. That way, people are not justveather, as well as toilets that flushnot be happier. As far as the nifty
Pioneering the first rhyming roaddriving. Now, it'll be more like a  These signs show, however, thaslogans, though, its time to go bac
signs campaign is not grounds foparty. Parties are cool. North Carolina has some work to ddo the drawing board.

hile driving toward school, ANDY FERGUSON

Time to buckle up stupid signs
W\ e sbossisares of 22 P00

ginia that captured my fancy.

I

than high school. Well ... not heretheaters to boot, if one is so in
While there are some easy classeslined. There is a climbing wall on
there is no way to avoid the soberSilas Creek Parkway and Pilot
ing fact that you will have to work Mountain is 20 minutes away by
hard to succeed. car.

The university’'sacademicrepu- Now is the time to try new ac-
tation is well-deserved. The onlytivities and find different interests.
way to breeze through your nextAlthough the campus can seem
four years is to transfer to Duke. like its own city, remember that

There are a few steps you carthere are many different things tg
take, however, to make life easierdo right around the corner.

A general consensus of students Being Away From Home

say that it is to your advantage to Inevitably, eventhe mostoutgo-
take your divisionals firstand working and personable will get home-
onyour majorinthe lasttwo yearssick. This is normal, to say the
Even if you know for sure what least. How you deal with it is im-
you are going to major in, it cannotportant though.

hurt to wait. Chances are your It is easy to call home every
interests are going to change amight and to stay in your room
your world expands. watching television. It sounds very

Also, with the wide array of clichéd, but adjusting does take
divisionals students can take, youdime.
will probably be pleasantly sur- Everyone is in the same posi
prised by a class that you think yoution, so, even if you feel stupid,
will hate. Do not discount any-take comfort in knowing that ev-
thing. eryone else feels stupid too. Do hg

Perhaps the mostimportant thindet homesickness make you trans-

one can do to adjust to academia ifer.

to embrace your new reality. While During the next year, it is also

you are still the cream of the cropyery likely that you will have a

so is your roommate ... and yourfight with your roommate. Once

neighbor ... and the person behincdgain: normal. Remember, cour-

you at the Pit. tesy is more important than being
Although it may seem like ev- best friends.

eryone is starting off pre-med, not Also, as much as you would like

everyone will finish this way. to remain best friends with every-

m Activities one from high school, it is not
One of the best aspects of thigealistic. Set modest goals on how
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university is that pursuits outsideoften you will contact your friends.
of academics extend far and widem Campus Myths

and, because this is a smaller Lastly, here are some campus

school, you will be able to try myths that should be squelcheg

many different things without be- immediately.

ing cast aside. The Pit is unsanitaryThat 95
Be careful, though. It's great topercent on the Health Inspector’s

participate in different things, but Test is not for show.

make sure you leave time for study- Your future spouse is walking

ing. Pick a few things and do themamongst usThose gates out front

well. are not for the Emerald City. While
It will not serve you to partici- some students find their true loves

pate in activities simply to build a it is not written in stone that this

resumé, as you may have done iwill happen.

high school. Make sure the activi- We have a Division | football

ties you choose are meaningful taeam.No comment.

you, and make sure you enjoy If yourroommate dies, you geta

them. 4.0 for that semesteferiously,
Also, participateinth®ld Gold people. Half of us would have

and BlackWe are the best. criminal records if this were true.

m Social Life The amazing part about this rumo
Obviously, the most over- is not that it got started, but that it

whelming aspect of a college so-still exists today.
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Fridges too friggin’ expensive

couple of weeks ago theZ acH EVERSON
Resident Student Associa

A little extra car space worth about aghem that my unit was broken. |

hundred bucks? Many students genhquired as to the cost of the unit.
tion mailed out its annual Srubent CoLumnisT storage space anyway, so additional A few days later | received a mes
“memorandum” pertaining to refrig- car space is not a concern. sage on my voice mail saying tha
erator rentals. Unfortunately, the uniand $149. These prices are slightly “During the school year, if your they weren't sure. After talking to
versity does not issue “Consumehigher than the cost of renting a unitefrigerator stops working, it will be another person who also didn’t have
Reports” or have a resident RalpHrom RSA. repaired or replaced at no extra cost&n answer, | dropped the whole thin
Nader to help prevent people from At the end of the school year, |nmy two years at the university Iand told them that my refrigerator,
being ripped off. I've learned my however, you actually have somehave never heard about a personwas working again. Who knows how
lesson, having rented a refrigeratothing to show for your money in- refrigerator breaking. I'm sure RSAlong it would have taken if my fridge
last year. stead of just fond memories of yourcould provide me with the number ofreally wasn’'t working.

In the letter, RSA lists a few “ben-old fridge. services requests they’ve received, “As you can see, there are numer
efits” of renting a refrigerator from It doesn’t take a finance major toput that's irrelevant. ous benefits of renting a refrigerato
them, none of which hold up if ex-realize that $89 (the price of the Aot of stores offer extended war-from UP, Inc. (the company that
amined. The following are excerptssmall refrigerator) a year for fourranties for a small percentage of th@rovides RSAwith the rental units).”
(with commentary) from the letter years equals $356, which is roughlyurchase price. Also, the people RSA only mentioned two advan-
dated August 1996: the cost of three similar refrigeratorsyorking in the customer service detages of renting from them. Regard

“As in the past, (RSA) will pro- fromWal-Mart, with money leftover partment will often let you return aless of the rationality of their argu-
vide students with the opportunity toto spend on food and beverages tgroduct, even if it is past the stipu-ment, RSA did not provide “numer-
rent reasonably-priced refrigeratorsut in it. lated 30 days, if you make enoughous” reasons.
for the school year.” “At the end of the school year younoise. | made this mistake last year ang

“Reasonably priced?” Maybe if don't have to worry about storing a  Finally, you don’t know how long learned fromit. Hopefully less people
your last name is Trump or Perotrefrigerator or carrying one home.” it will take to get your refrigerator will rent from RSA in the future,
Just a couple of miles away at the That's just great! In May you will restored or replaced. Last year | wathereby forcing them to lower their
nearby Wal-Mart, comparably-sizedhave absolutely nothing to show forcurious as to the price of the refrig-prices until they are, in fact, reason
dorm room refrigerators sell for $99your $89 or $126, but, hey, isn’'t aerators, so | called up RSA and toldable.
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The Old Gold and Blackencourages members of the Wake Forest community to addrs
current issues through letters to the editor. To reserve a guest column call the editorials €
at Ext. 5280 at least one week in advance of publication.

We do not accept public thank-you notes. Corrections will run in the corrections box on p|
two.

All letters to the editor must include the author’'s name and phone number, although anon
in print may be requested. Submissions should be typewritten and double-spaced.

We appreciate contributions submitted via floppy disk or the university network. Lettg
should be delivered to Benson 518, mailed to P.O. Box 7569 Reynolda Station, Winston-Sg
NC 27109, sent via electronic mail to letters@ogb.wfu.edu, or faxed to (910) 759-4561.

TheOld Gold and Blackeserves the right to edit, without prior notice, all copy for grammaticag
or typographical errors, and also to cut letters as needed to meet layout requirements.

The deadline for the Thursday issue is 5 p.m. the previous Monday.

The Old Gold and Black is published each Thursday during the school year, except during
Ie\)fe(l:minations, summer and holiday periods by Piedmont Publishing Co. of Winston-Salem,
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