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ACC BASKETBALL PREVIEW
Braswell’s suspension presents Deacs with unanticipated worries

AsSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR Now, Rutland will be forced to from the charity stripe in his debut
accomplish that goal with eitherseason and notched 3.9 rebounds p
Who will replace Randolph sophomore Steven Goolsby, who didjame for the Deacons.
Childress in the Deacon backcourt?not see very much playing time last The key for Braswell now seems to
The question is too absurd to warseason, or one of a pair of freshmabe maintaining his high conversion
rant an answer. There is no player iguards. rate while expanding his shot-taking
the country who has the talent and After somewhat of a rocky start inand point production.
leadership that the Demon Deaconkis freshman season last year, Braswell’s athletic gifts allowed
lost when Childress graduated lasBraswell quickly improved to start him to fill a variety of niches for the
spring after leading the Deacons tehe final 20 games of the season. Deacons. Playing at shooting guard
unprecedented heights and an ACC Up to the point when Braswell he is at once both powerful enough t¢
Championship. started for the second time in thepenetrate off the dribble and quick
The squad had planned to attemgbeacons’ Jan. 21 home game againshough to give defenders all kinds o
to minimize the effects of Childress’Clemson last season, he had had @oblems.
departure with the further develop-pretty rough time. Similarly, on the defensive end, |§
ment of two sophomore guards who Prior to the game against the TiBraswell’s strength has allowed him|
spent last year under the superstargers, Braswell had shot only four-of-to guard players quite a bit bigge
tutelage and who seemed poised t@2 (18.2 percent) on the season arttian himself, while he has retained
run the Deacon offensive show.  had suffered a broken nose in practicthe speed necessary to stay wit
Now, after Saturday's announce-that caused him to miss a game. Howsmaller, faster guards.
ment that sophomore Jerry Braswelkver, upon starting against Clemson, For junior Tim Duncan to again
has been declared academically inelBraswell began to turn things aroundfinish as the premier big man in the
gible for the fall semester (and potenHe shot 34-of-74 (45.9 percent) thecountry, the Deacon backcourt will
tially the entire season), the Deacongest of the year. have to prove itself capable of both
will be forced to cope with a very Indeed, though he shotthe ball quiteunning a tightly-coordinated offen-
serious wrench in their gears. a bit less than fellow backcourt addi-sive ship and posting a generous shal
Prior to Saturday’s announcementtion Rutland, Braswell did so with aof the team’s points.
Braswell was the likely starting two- greater success rate, hitting on 39.6 Braswell had been an important
guard for the Deacons this year. Alongercent of his shots from the floor orkey to the Deacons’ hopes this year
with sophomore Tony Rutland, histhe season (to Rutland’s 32.5 perNow, Rutland has his work cut out for

probable counterpart at the pointcent) and 35.0 percent of his threehim if he hopes the Deacons’ 1995- Old Gold and Blaciphoto
Braswell would have attempted topoint attempts (to Rutland’s 32.0 per96 backcourt can begin to echo th&ophomore guard Jerry Braswell was supposed to be one-half of an experienced starting Deacon backcout
maintain the Deacons’ recent tradicent trey conversion rate). standard Childress set last year. season. Now, the Deacons will have to cope with his academic suspension for the fall semester.

Jackson wants a championship of his own Allen ready to provide Deacs
By RoserT NEELY son said. “I needed more weight to improvene-of-two shots for two points and hagl WIth added musc1e up front

OLb GoLD AND BLACK RePORTER my game. In practice, | can tell a differ-one rebound.
ence.” But Jackson has had time to get into the » o
Few players are more excited about Jackson said that players like junior Tinfeel of ACC-caliber competition after a By ERic Law qualified, and has two years of eligibility le
the new, higher-octane version of théuncan and Scooter Banks along with Asseason. CoNTRIBUTING REPORTER Allen is just the second player, along \
Demon Deacon offense than sophomomistant Coach Russell Turner have been the‘lt’s a big jump,” Jackson said. “From o Derrick Hicks, "93, to join the Demon Dea
forward Antonio Jackson. main influences on his game as a Demdrnigh school to any college is different.” Can anyone replace the dominating defendeasketball team from a junior college du
“Up-tempo suits me better,” JacksorDeacon, especially in the area of A first-hand look at the Dea-| bPanging onthe boards, and sheer physical pré&zave Odom’s head coaching era. They

cons’ run to their first ACC | ence of Scooter Banks? At 6-8 and 230 poundsame from Anderson Junior Collegein S.C.
Championship in 32 years was 4 Junior Sean Allen is by far the strongest playeXo. 1 ranked team in junior colleges two y
positive experience for Jackson, 0N our basketball squad. Deacon fans have rago. Allen averaged 14 points and 10 rebo
but he feels it is also a motiva Seen much of Allen but have heard great thinger game for that championship team.
tion. about him. A lot of weight will be placed on Allen came to play for the Deacons bec
“I'm so competitive thatitwas| Allen’s broad shoulders this year as he tries tuf the university’s excellent academic rep
agood experience,” Jackson sai fill the enormous shoes of one of the fandion, and he wanted to be close to hom
“But because | didn't contrib-| favorite players last year in Banks. Knightdale. He is not only going to be dea
ute much in getting there on thg Allen transferred to the university last year tavith challenging academics, but he will als
court, | didn’t feel it was my | Provide some quality backup at power forwarthrown into big-time ACC basketball, joini

said. “Tony (Rutland) is an aggressivémproving body strength.
guard, and he likes to move. Jackson will share time at
“Things will be a little more up-beat, power forward, which he says is
and that’s better for me.” not his natural position, with jun-
In his freshman season, Jackson ajer Sean Allen, who is expected
pearedin 19 games, including eight AC@ start. Jackson said that thei
contests, averaging 1.5 points and 1.dames are very similar.
rebounds while shooting over 52 per- “ldon’tthinkthere’stoo much
cent from the field. difference right now,” Jackson
His best outing came against the Citasaid. “He’s older and bigger, but

o

p ==

del, when he totalled six points and sithat's about all.” Jackson championship,” Jackson said| for junior Ricky Peral and Banks. The additiotthe Deacons’ frontcourt of Peral and All-Am
rebounds. For now, Jackson will come offthe benchH:That's more motivation. of Allen into the lineup in no way depleted thecan Tim Duncan.
He also grabbed seven reboundand he is trying to accustom himself to the “I know there’s great anticipationthatwg Deacons’ height and strength. ~ This trio of juniors averages 6-9 and
against Marshall. role. should do as well this year, but there’s no  Allen looked promising last year, scoringoounds, a formidable “tree”-some that sh
Jackson has added 10 pounds to his“As the season goes on, I'll adjust to thaadded pressure.” four points and grabbing five rebounds in 1#4e able to stand up to and dominate any,

frame during the off-season, and he beele,” Jackson said. “But (against Nancy of Jackson looks to do his part this seasonfasminutes in his first game as a Deacon againall, ACC and national foes. Allen fits into t
lieves that this addition will help his France in an exhibition) | couldn’t get intothe Demon Deacons seek once again [to Florida State. He played briefly in the Deaconscheme as a big body capable of pushing

game. the game because of foul trouble.” reach a level of excellence, and he hopps Next three games, despite showing noticeabiéf the block so that he, Duncan or Peral
“It's very important because of the In the exhibition, Jackson was chargethat he will even get his own ACC champit Signs in practice and games of extreme fatigugrab the rebound. Allen has also shown
class of players I'm playing with,” Jack-with four fouls in just seven minutes. He hipnship. He was diagnosed with mononucleosis in midiefending skills and an uncanny passing t

January and applied for a medical redshirt. Her a big man.

Sophomore Goolsby remains an unknown quantity at guard or forward

By Mickey KRAYNYAK The biggest question mark surrounden the way to completing his recoverybecause he’s gone.”
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR ing Goolshy’s play last year was hisirom the leg problem, Goolsby said that With Scooter Banks’ departure,
defensive intensity. The stigma abouthe injury has hampered his preseasddeacons will also face tough quest
Ayear ago, Steven Goolsby was théne sophomore continues to be thagevelopment. about how to rotate players in tt
forgotten freshman on the Demon Deawhile his perimeter shot is highly-ef- “It's still sore and I'm still rehabili- frontcourt.
con men’s basketball team. fective, his play on the other side of theating,” Goolsby said. “It really slowed The personnel dilemma means
As then-freshmen Tony Rutland andball is often not so. my conditioning down. | just have tothe 6-4, 188-pound Goolsby may :
Jerry Braswell competed to see who Concerning his lack of playing time get out there.” be asked to play some time under
would garner the most minutes playindast year, Goolsby said, “| guess coach basket at small forward.
opposite Randolph Childress, '95, inHead Coach Dave Odom) didn’t feel I Goolsby said that he does not
the Demon Deacon backcourt, Goolsbas ready to play, so he let me practic€] gyess coach (Head Coach where on the floor he ends up playin
spent most of the 1994-95 season on thgd get my confidence up. That's what . the Deacons.
bench. coach stresses a lot, and I've improveﬁ’aVe Odom) didn’t feel I was Another intriguing question whi
Now, with Childress practicing his a lot.” ready to play, so he let me promises to confront Goolsby this ¢

trade in Portland with the NBA’s Trail-  Indeed, Goolsby evinced the sharp- G d wet fid son, especially in light of the freshn
blazers and Braswell academically susshooting prowess he possesses in tFactice and get my confidence — pmnonett's lack of experience,
pended possibly for the entire seasomeacon’s exhibition opener Saturdayip. That’s what coach stresses  whether Goolsby will consistently st
the team will apparently need the sopharight. ~Against Nancy of France, the, Jot, and I’ve improved a lot.”  for the Deacons.
more to assume a more active role isophomore scored efficiently, burying ~ Again, though, the sophomc
determining the team'’s fate. three-of-five three-point field goals in seemed unaffected by the issue, st
If early-season indications are accuenly nine minutes of action against the that he had not given much thoug!
rate, Rutland will likely get the starting European visitors. whether or not he will get the start
nod at point guard for the Deacons. Accordingto Goolsby, there are more nod from Odom.
However, with Braswell gone, thegood shooting performancesontheway. As a member of last year's ACC Clearly, the losses of Childress, Bz
shooting guard position (Goolsby’s “| really haven't shown my true tal- championship team (albeit one who dicind Braswell will present the Deac
likely spot on the floor) becomes quiteents yet,” Goolsby said. not see a lot of playing time), Goolsbywith several personnel proble
intriguing for the Deacons. Entering this season, questions suanswered thoughtfully when presentethroughout the course of the sea
In Braswell’'s absence, itis likely thatrounded Goolsby about the leg injurywith the inevitable questions aboutWhere the team ultimately ends u
Goolsby, if he can overcome the probhe sustained during the summer. Childress’ absence. the conference and national pict
lems he had on the defensive end of the“| hurt it during summer school,” “We've gotto see how we’re going towill be determined largely by the p
floor last season, will see a lot of play-Goolsby said. “They had to put it in aplay without his presence,” Goolsbyformance that players such as Goc
ing time inthe Demon Deacon backcouttard cast.” said. will be able to generate with the e;
Courtey o1 Spore Tnformation along with freshman guard Joseph Though his play Saturday would seem On the positive side for Goolsby, heplaying time they will encounter ti
Sophomore Steve Goolsby will see time at guard and forward. Amonett. to indicate that the sophomore is welblso said, “I will probably play more season.

Steve Goolsby

Sophomore team member

Quartet of freshmen look to shore up lean areas in Demon Deacon roster

By Scott MAYNE game as a senior for Pickett County Highigh post and his mental and physical tougtiStrings,” as he is known by his friends angkills and floor presence, and with his ini
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER School, led his team to a 35-3 record andreess are factors that will help him play big innvariably soon enough by the nation, prdeadership abilities he may be a crucial ¢
Class A state championship last season. Astee ACC, although Odom’s immediate plansents the ACC with an explosive package @f the seasons to come. This freshman
After a stellar 1994-95 season which insenior he was awarded Player of the Yeare to redshirt him this season. His teammateize, athleticism and quickness. con is a playmaker and a winner, who &
cluded an ACC Championship and an Assdionors in Tennessee ySA Today are contributing to his progress. “I thinkwork- “I'm a person who likes to go hard,”aged 14.8 points and six assists as a sel
ciated Press final national ranking of three, Amonett is a versatile performer, combining with the older guys will help me out a lotStringfellow said. | like to rebound.” The Northeast Jones High School. In his ju
the Demon Deacon basketball team has dsg an excellent jumper with the ability to beoverall,” West said. Deacon fans should look for Stringfellow tcseason he led his high school to the clas
tablished a strong precedent for a defensive force. This Although he was be a prolific rebounder state championship. Wilson i
victory. The future of Deacon Deaconfreshmanisthe slowed by various physi- and shot blocker, as h hard worker, and a team-orien
hoops, and the task of maintaining most likely of his class cal ailments in his high averaged 14 boards, individual.
this newfound perennial basket; to contribute signifi- school basketball career, seven swats and 18 “I'm here to do what coa
ball powerhouse, rests in the hand cantly tothe teamin his West managed to aver- points a game his se- (Odom) wants,” Wilson said.
of the “future four” — this year’s first season at either the| age 18 points, 12 boards nior year at Anderson he wants me to score, I'll score
freshman class. small forward or big and five blocks per game High School. He has he wants me to dish the ball,
ToHead Coach Dave Odom, hal guard position, but re- in his senior season. At high expectations for dish it.”
of his recruiting this year was seemg, gardless of his immedi- the conclusion of his high the success of his teal The “Future Four” is a class
ingly all a dream about Tennessedf. ate impact he wants to school career, he had this season, and al- freshmen loaded with talent ar
His “Tennessee twosome” of Jox—onat assist the teamin seek-W amassed over 500 though his role has yet\son desire to win, and all are intent
seph Amonett, a 6-5 freshman from ing victory. blocked shots, and he to be defined, he said, succeeding in the ACC. Judg
Byrdstown, Tenn., and Rodney West, a 6-10, “I'm not sure what my role will be this should prove to be a veritable force in the ne&My personal goal for the season is to play &som their athletic abilities and past histor
210-pound freshman from Oneida, Tennyear,” Amonettsaid. “ljustwantto contributeDemon Deacon future. hard as | possibly can.” it appears as though they will be capab
look to add both shooting ability and strengtiany way possible, whether it be in practice or Probably the best pure athlete in the fresh- Rounding out the freshman class is Armontheeting the high expectations that surre
to the Deacon lineup. in games.” man class is William Stringfellow, a 6-8, 208 Wilson, a 6-2 point guard from Laurel, Misstheir class and the institution of Deacon |
Amonett, who averaged 33.5 points per West's ability to play effectively in the pound freshman from Austin, TexasWilson is recognized for his ball handlingketball.
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Stringfellow



