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EDITORIALS

Fitting presents for all at Christmas

s the winter holidays approach, peopl@ aocH EVERSON
everywhere are in the gift-giving mood

To the foreign language department I'm givin
students who actually want to take their classe
I've been so enthralled with the holidaySTUPENT CoLumnisT Just in case they don't already have them, I
spirit that not only have | bought presents for my giving the Greek organizations stereotypes.
friends and family, but I've even purchased gifts | bought a few pounds of poison to leave underl’ll be giving the bookstore $300 worth of
for many groups and individuals here in théhe Christmas tree for our beloved rats. books (they'll be giving me back $30).
university community. Not wanting to be wasteful, | plan on giving In preparation for next year's implementatio
The following is a list of the presents that | plalmRAMARK the dead rats. They can't taste angf the Plan for the Class of 2000, | purchased t
to give. worse or be any less nutritious than the regul@omputer Center a bottle of Advil to handle all o
For Facilities Management, | pur- the headaches.
chased enough cement to fill in the en- Just in case we don't already hav
tire campus. Thatwould help ensure that . one, I'm giving the university an inferi-
there are no unsightly dirt paths. Hope- | wanted to get Dean Escott a really nice present, ority complex when compared to Duke.
fully, one day there will be no grass on as he is truly deserving of one. Unfortunately, For every university sports team ex
school property. ) . cept for men’s basketball, | am giving
To the Traffic Patrol, I'm giving more however, I've already bought too many nice some fan support.
speed bumps and stop lights to handle presents, so he’ll just have to settle for an aver- For Ken Zick, vice president for stu-
the terrible traffic congestion that we , . dent life and instructional resources, |
suffer on campus. age one. | wouldn’t want to be a part of gift bought a nice pad of university station-
| bought the football team a win, see- nflation. ary for all of those notes he writes to th
ing how they have trouble earning one. parents of students who were caugh
I had purchased a fleet of new cars fai———  ———————  drinking.
Campus Police, so they wouldn’t have To WAKE Radio | give the capacity
to drive those beat-up cars that are about tweems on the menu. to broadcast over the airwaves, as it seems t
years old. I'll be giving tickets to “The Dating Game” tothey’ll never get the ability any other way.
Before | got a chance to give them my giftall students. | wanted to get Dean Escottareally nice prese
however, | found out that they just bought new | don’'t know about the rest of you, but I'm venas he is truly deserving of one.
cars. So instead | purchased them some newmncernedaboutthe housekeepers. They are forcddnfortunately, however, I've already bought
cameras which they can post in the numerots stand or sit on the stairs while talking in thevo many nice presents, so he’ll just have to sett
campus trouble spots. I'll give them the cars nestairwells. for an average one. | wouldn’t want to be a part
year when they’ll want new ones again. To remedy that injustice, | bought the houseift inflation.
To the philosophy department, I'm giving akeeping staff some nice cozy chairs to put in thePlease, don't tell anyone about these gifts —
reason for existence. stairwells. want them to be a secret.

Open hearings
build confidence

In its own right, freshman Mike cases bear on the punishment
Emmet’s hearing before the Judidmeted out by the Judicial Board.
cial Board would not be thatinter- Perhaps most importantly, stu-
esting. dents cannot determine how wel

What makes the case interestinghe system works. We don’t know
is that Emmet’s hearing wasif the cases are being decided to
opened to the public. It was theleniently or too strictly.
first such hearing in almost two And we therefore are not well-
years. qualified to judge how well our

Under current rules, judicial elected Judicial Board and Hono
hearings can only be opened at th€ouncil members are performing
request of the accused student. Gheir jobs.
course, even then, the hearings are The same forces work to make
only opened to people invited byboth the administration and the
the defendant and one reportefaculty doubt the integrity of the
from theOld Gold and BlackThe university’s judicial system.
university’s honor system follows  It's not surprising that a recent
similar guidelines. university report concluded the

Naturally, problems arise whenuniversity’s honor system suffers
the systems that claim to upholdrom a *“crisis in confidence.”
justice and honor operate under How could anyone have confi-
closed and secretive conditionsdence in a system that spends g
Such a closed system ultimatelynuch energy preventing the pub
works to undermine faith in thelic from knowing what exactly it
judicial process. For the most partdoes?
the system of justice remains a Almosteveryone says theywant
mystery for students. to improve the judicial system. If

Because students are denied athis rhetoric is to be translated intg
cess to these hearings, they haweality, however, we must first lift
little understanding of what ex- the veil of secrecy that surrounds
actly constitutes an infraction andthe university's judicial process ang
how varying circumstancesin suctopen it up to public scrutiny.

All students need
voice on council

Few topics have received asl5 student organizations.
persistent attention as the The memo sent to the organizat
university’s academic climate. tions also specified that nominees
According to some, the problem ispossess several characteristics, if
we don’t have one. cluding a “strong academic back-

The charge is a gross exaggeraground.”
tion. But there is a growing con- While academic achievementis
sensus that the university’s acaimportant, we hope the provost
demic climate needs an overhauldoes not have some preconceive

Finding out how to accomplish notion of what type of background
that feat will be one of the primarya qualified student will have. In
goals of the Provost Student Advi-particular, having a high GPA
sory Council. Senior Greg Cranshould notbecome aprimary quali
and Provost David G. Brown, whofication.
worked together this semester to Since the university’s academic
create the council, say PSAC willclimate affects all students, it does
give students a greater voice in theot make sense to allow only the
university’s decision-making pro- “highest” achievers to have acces
cesses. Cran and Brown also satp the council. Moreover, improv-
the committee will improve rela- ing academics will require reach-
tions between students and the adng out to more students with mod-
ministration and function as aestGPAs, asthey make up the bulk
source for new ideas. of the student population.

We congratulate the university Giving these students a voice o
for taking a step that will actually the council will also improve the
increase student input at the unilikelihood that the council is truly
versity. This makes even morerepresentative. If students do no
sense in this particular case befeel like the group speaks for them
cause students obviously mustbedhe council probably will be un-
much of the burden of improving able to meet its goal of improving
the intellectual environment, par-university relations.
ticularly outside the classroom.  Finally, we must remember that

But we also wish to remind theimproving the university’s aca-
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IF THE GOVERNMENT SIUTK DOWN
AQAIN WHILE WE'RE INBOSNIA,,
ARE WE ESSENTIAL OR NON-
ESSENTIAL EMPLOYEES, SIR?

LerTers To ThE EpiTor

. gation showed this to be a wide-ask them to support the book collec-
RequeSt den|ed spread problem in less developedion project of Mortar Board. They ApOIOQy eXtended
countries. Recognizing the vast numshould ask them to account for how ]
In your last issue you reported orbers of used books that go unused idecisions have been made in the past! would like to extend an apology
arecent Student Government debatsur society, she hit upon the idea ofibout the allocation of contingencyto anyone offended by my most re
about whether or not to fund a Mor-collecting these books and shippingund moneys. cent letter to the editor. While it was

provost that the committee shoulddemic climate will require ener-
represent a variety of student in-getic students with creative ideas

terests. For example, nominationgnother trait that cannot be meat

were restricted to members of jussured by GPA.
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r overseas experience this past suntent Government meets in Januaryions?

tar Board service project. | was mosthem to libraries in these other coun- If they don’t know who represents"’lte.nded to cause controversy, itwa
disturbed by the reported debate antties. them as a legislator, they should cafot intended as an insult to this uni
the kinds of issues being raised by When this project was proposedStudent Government (Ext. 5293) and€rsity or the students here. | write
Student Government representative® the Mortar Board membership itlet them know what they think. out of a deep-felt concern for the
in attacking the organization’s re-was greeted with enthusiasm. Some Finally, students can support thuture of this institution and the be-
quest for support from the contin-members began immediately to colbook drive by contributing used lief that we, as a university commu-
gency fund. lect books from their departments. lbooks (there will be boxes aroundnity, must submit ourselves to self-
It raises a number of questions irwas immediately apparent that theeampus this week and next). criticism if we wish to improve. |
my mind, and | hope in the mind ofprimary expense would be the ship- did, however, overstep my boundsi
others, about the contingency funging costs and it was decided that some of the comments that | mad
and its purpose. | am writing to en-our treasurer would request funding Katy J. Harriger ~ andlwishtorestate myselfto rectify
courage the paper and the “constiturom Student Government to help  Associate Professor of PoliticsMy mistakes. ) o
ents” of Student Government to in-support this project. Faculty Adviser, Mortar Board _ | agree with John Morris (“Pride in
vestigate this fund and to encourage Mortar Board receives no regular Education,” Nov 30) that the stu-
students to supportthe Mortar Boardunding from Student Government. dents at this university are, for the
project. Until this project we have been able most part, genuinely good people
| am the faculty adviser for Mortarto conduct our activities without However, I believe, as Charles Stark
Board. It is a national senior honorseeking outside support. does (“Economic Realities,” Nov.
society that recognizes excellence The Student Government contin- [nour endless quest for a “perfect'30) that many students here, for on
in scholarship and service. Its memgency fund has $19,000 halfwayworld, one replete with a manicuredeason or another, are concerned wi
bers are chosen because they havierough the school year. MortarQuad, crosswalks at every conceivtheir grade as opposed to what the
excelled in the classrooandhave Board is asking for $2,000. able walking angle, and air condi{fearn whether inside or outside of
demonstrated a commitment to ser- Members of Mortar Board who tioninginevery room, we have someelass (I agree that we learn a gre
vice. have served in Student Governmerfiow lost sight of our “natural” world. deal outside the classroom; | ma
For this reason | can think of notell us that the fund is never ex-Case in point, the paving of part ohave implied otherwise). | intended
organization that does more to rephausted in any given year. the trail that goes around Reynoldanly to state that this fact influence
resent the ideals of the university. ~ What | would like to know, and Gardens. L grades and should not be ignored
Unlike many honor societies therewhat | think the paper and the stu- Alittle thing, the cynics might say, and | apologize that | implied that it
is an expectation that the membereents should be asking, is how thi@nly a half-mile in length and six feetsomehow affects one’s value as
ship will continue to engage in ser-money gets spent. in width, and besides, it keeps youhuman being. _
vice to the university and wider com-  If a project as worthwhile as theShoes from getting muddy. | believe that no particular stu-
munities. Mortar Board one cannot be funded T0 many the wood-chip trail rep-dent, including myself, is an
There have been years when thbecause Student Government wishd§sents a brief respite from exhausteleal student because human bein
organization has not always lived ugo save money for “more worthy” filled, asphalt America or yesterday'sare imperfect even when they are n
to this ideal but this year is not one oprojects, it would help us to knowchemistry exam. _ faced with outside pressures such
them. whatthose possible future uses might Whether walking with a friend or monetary concerns. Nor do | pro-
This fall the group committed it- be. running with clipped wings, this trail pose Harvard University, Duke Uni-
self to two projects, one that is uni- How has this money been allo-iS harmonious with the environmentersity or any other school as idea
versity wide (Project Pumpkin) andcated in the past? What kind of conand purifying for the soul. for they have their own problems.
one that it initiated itself (the booktingencies are deemed worthy and The soft surface is a grave for our Am | comparing this university to
drive). for what sort of organizations? ~ frustrations and a vault for oursomeimaginedideal, then? Yes.Wh
be The book collection project came Mortar Board intends to renew itsdréams; can the “perfect” energy reshould we not strive for the ideal?
*%bout as the result of one member'sequest for funding when the Stuturn of asphalt soak in these ruminaAgain, | apologize for the inappro-
priate wording | used.

Beauty destroyed

mer. She was surprised to discovein the meantime, | urge students to The cynic in me says no.
the lack of resources in universityask these kinds of questions. They
libraries in Pakistan. More investi- may call their student legislators and

Brant Armentrout Andrew Frey




