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EDITORIALS

Rats should pay
tuition or leave

Isitjustus, or dorats seemto béng exterminators to poison the|
everywhere these days? No, we'reats. We'll leave those decisions tg
not talking about the folks in the experts, we just ask for God-
Reynolda Hall, though we’ve seenspeed.
some ofthe rodents scurrying about Of course, these days, if it's not
the entrance to the Pit. the rats, then it's the hot water

Our gripe is with real vermin. pipes. Students in Davis House
We've seen the not-so-little beast@nd Efird Residence Hall have bee
all over campus. the unlucky victims of bursting

Of course, a certain number ofpipes. Many had personal items
rodents is inevitable. And the bur-like clothes destroyed by water.
geoning rat population may not beThe pipe problems may also pos¢
the university’s fault. The local ariskto studenteducation. In Efird
city and county governments haveethernet connections were alsg
cut back on pest control programslamaged by water.
recently, creating rat problems Butsince computers are deeme
elsewhere. to be so vital to education, it's a

But when rats become as comshame the university has not don
monplace as squirrels, it'stime formore to protect the connections
the university to do something.from water. Of course, the best
The case againstratsis pretty solidime to fix the problems with the
Not only are they creepy, but theypipes would have been during the
also carry diseases that can beecent renovations of dorms like
spread to the people. Davis.

For a university that expends so Whatever the case, student

much energy keeping the campushould have a reasonable expecta-

asthetically pleasing to the eyetion that their personal items will
surely something can be done tmot be subjected to damage. If thg
get rid of these unwanted creauniversity cares to uphold their
tures. end of the bargain, they should

The suggestions that we’vecheck the hot water system now ir
heard range from buying a feworder to prevent problems before
hundred large mouse traps to hirthey occur.

Worrell schools
merit better press

The university has made severafessors have been slow to chang
efforts recently to improve educa-their curricula much.
tion. Often these changes have We disagree with the article’s
taken the university to the cuttingimplication that the program has|
edge of academe. failed. It certainly is not surprising

But an article appearing ithe thatdeep-seated educational trad
Wall Street Journaterves to re- tions have not magically changed
mind us that being on the van-overnight. In fact, it's probably
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Football llel dd f Iif
T his column will be different from the ones N aoTTHEW GILLEY
| have written in the past. My desire to
create something differentis not motivatepTUPENT CoLumnisT Football may put a smile on your face but i

by any illusions of “finding myself” as a writer or definitely will not set your world in order. About
that my previous submissions have somehowNo more. These purple and black warriors fronen years ago, the Oakland Raiders determin
offended any lofty literary standards to which Evanston, Ill. have literally flipped the collegethat their fortunes would be greater in Los Ange
hold myself. football establishment upside down by topplinges and took the life out of a city that had adore

I'm just really bored with putting my spin onsuch perennial national championship hopefuls #sem for decades. However, about ten years
“important” issues and I'm sure that readers afgotre Dame, Michigan, and Penn State. Whattsareful consideration and poor attendance I
becoming more than a little weary of my persignore, they beat the Irish and Wolverines on thRaider owner Al Davis to the conclusion tha
tent harping. Considering my boredom and th@ad, an impressive feat for anyone. All of thi®akland was, in fact, the best place for the Silv
fact that | have wracked my brain without findindrom a football program that last year appeareshd Black.
anything of consequence to write, I've decidegointless, totally meaningless, and utterly devoid Which would not have been so bad for Lo
that it is time to step out and have a little fun. I'vef hope. Hmm ... small time football programAngeles if the crosstown Rams had not alreac
come to the conclusion that | should write abostuddenly goes big time. | wonder if this trendbeen hypnotized by the copious amounts of mon
something | enjoy, and which, for me at leastould be catching? and a new domed stadium that the city of S
reflects life in various and sundry ways: football. Yet football, just like life, will suddenly yank Louis dangled in front of them. Not to mentio

Everyone has one of “those days.” Sometiméke rug out from under you just when things seethe fact that all of this had to come about when o
you have one of those weeks, months, yearstorbe in order and going your way. For instancef LA's brightest personalities and greatest spo
lifetimes. Do you often find that your problemsyou find something that you can take heart imeroes, O.J. Simpson, was on trial for murde
overwhelm you? Do you feel that your very existsomething you can count on, something in whicBtrange things are afoot in the City of Angels.
ence is pointless, totally meaningless, and utteyyu can find hope amidst the vicious betrayals of But in football, just as in life, there is always 4
devoid of hope? Well, just observe this year'day-to-day life, and then it moves to Baltimore.brighter side. Browns fans should realize thg
edition of Northwestern Wildcat football and take Yes, the Cleveland Browns, who arguably hav&eir loss of a football team could be punishme
heart, my friend. (had) the most loyal hometown following in thémposed by cosmic forces for turning Don King

For about the past six or seven generations, tiN&L, spurned the Great Lakes for the more proand George Steinbrenner, two nativ
academic powerhouse has been cranking out grjzerous shores of the Chesapeake Bay. Or sonevelanders, loose on the sporting world. Yé
iron patsies and making Homecoming a pleasathing like that. Maybe they just figured that Cathey should see the silver lining in their dar
occasion for the rest of the Big Ten Conference. Ripken couldn’t have been wrong all 2,131 timegloud: the Indians won the pennant this year aft|
a conference packed with football powerhouselpnically, though, they are moving to a city whoseecades of crushing ineptitude.
you could always look forward to a leisurelybeloved football team, the Colts, was snatched terEven hard-luck Los Angeles has reason fg
Saturday afternoon each fall when you were ajears ago by the enticing metropolis of Indiaeptimism, for the city can still profit in a small
forded the opportunity to watch your alma materapolis. way from this mess. All that its citizens have to d
mercilessly pound the overmatched Wildcats into But chin up, Cleveland — I hear that the Houss choke back the sorrow, take a deep breath, g
submission. Even worse, their uniforms were tHen Oilers are looking for a new home. It's a&ay,”Well, while we're at it, we might as well get
color of an extremely nasty bruise. perfect match, especially considering your primed of the Clippers.”

location on the shore of that oilslick you call Laks
Erie.
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THIS PROVES LES TOE
MOST QUALIFIED, HE'S
THE ONLY ONE \WITH
ENOUGR SENST NOT
O RUN.

guard can potentially be embarwise to move slowly so that the
rassing when changes do not worktudents’ education do not suffer
as planned. The article argues thdtecause of hasty changes.
the university’s attempt to linkthe  On the other hand, the univer-

Lerters To ThE EpITOR

law and business schools moreity should not be surprised wher
closely together has been afailurethe media and students critique
The university’s program was their lack of progress. Students toc
conceived because businessmemust guard their own educationa
and lawyers must work closelyand monetary interests when the
together but often fail to under-choose schools.
stand each others’ fields. The If nothing else, the slow rate of
university’s solution was to makechange over at Worrell should be &
the programs more interdisci-reminder that programs often do
plinarian in nature to promote un-not offer all they promise in the
derstanding and improve workingfirst few years of their existence.
relations between the groups. LawFor example, the university has
students were encouraged to takpromised much with the computer
business classes, and vice verspart of the Plan for the Class of

The schools also would be joined2000. Nevertheless, the program

together under the roof of thehas already received media atten
Worrell Professional Center. Ation, not all of it positive.
lounge was even built for students Of course, problems are to be
from the two schools to share whaexpected. But with the school's
they had learned with each otherreputation and so much studen

According to the article, how- money at stake, the university hac
ever, not much has changed durbetter make sure the program live
ing the program’s three years. Mostip to its expectations. Otherwise
students have not ventured frombad press may not be their only
their chosen fields. Likewise, pro-concern.
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woten years.
Y However, the question must being like the Ivy Leagues or even likeis a junior, not a senior.

gueen, deserve a little more

Honestly, the answer is no. The acknowledgementthan whatthey go

Grades justified H  an Coverage lacking
typical student is simply not of any Now | K ; ; the H
Judging from the discussionexcellent quality. While some stu- | was deeply disappointed in the owl! nOWJumpl;ng Olnl et Omi'
abounding within the university com-dents at may compare with the bestoverage of Homecoming Weekend:olm'.ng |ssuehma_y €a |trt_]e n|tf}p|c
munity, students and faculty must bestudents at the Ivy League schoolghat appeared in the Nov. 9 edition ofelative to otherissues that affect u
evaluating the grading system at théhe overwhelming majority do not.the Old Gold and BlackThe head- 2° 'stubdentsh (to hsomehe_:xtlent |td|s t
university. Within the last two weeksEven leaving aside the issue of théine of the article, “Homecoming _met.)),_ utwl_athl (r)]peft IS (ra]tter r(])e
alone, two columns have appearedverage capability of Wake Foresoffered myriad of activities,” was IS bring to light tf% act that what
in theOld Gold and Blaclabout the students, which is at best only modeertainly appropriate, but the articlg>0Me segmentsof the university co
issue, (“Escott battles windmill of erate, students at this university aréocused mostly on the activities thafnun'ty Saw as andlmportlantbsocrl]
gradeinflation,” Nov. 2 and “Gradesnot model scholars. were sponsored by the Student Unio \ggltg was treated poorly by the
accurate,” Nov. 9). However, most As a number of professors havanvhat really confused me was the The realitv is that th | .
of the discussion on the part of theemarked, most students here are npicture of Racial Harmony that ap-y ot erea 'ﬁ/ IS tha he carelessne
students has been self-righteouslintellectually stimulated or stimu- peared with the article, particularIyHa was snown In te goverage 0
indignant, and the need for an honegating. They do not invigorate theirsince it had nothing to do with the Iomecl;)mlng selfams 0 edC%mnlzp
assessment has become obvious. classes; instead, they leave that emrticle. Some information in the Cap_pface,. Fcausg Ve r:jolnci tf .'Sf N
As has been stated in an earlieervating job to the professor. Out-tion was incorrect and showed care® m|sm_ormatk|)on and fack ot in |?r'
column, (“Grade evaluation,” Oct. side of class, most students do thkessness in obtaining the correct in[nat'ond“;?t about every time ['ve
5), students at the university tend taninimum amount of work neces-formation about the picture. opened this newspaper.
view grades as a form of currencysary and disengage themselves from I'd like to now give a brief synop-
something which they can barter foracademic or other intellectual pur-sis of events that were sponsored by
careers and graduate admissionsuits whenever possible. Nor is thehe Office of Multicultural Affairs
One has only to read the Nov. Xocial climate at Wake Forest benand the Black Student Alliance, since i
column by Rachel Sheedy to findeficial for studies. it was missing from the “myriad” of Reduced Spendlng
evidence of this attitude, which to Intelligence and success in coursélomecoming activities. Kyle Haden'’s article, “Off-cam-
some extent holds true in today’swork is not respected here; they are On Friday, Nov. 3, a panel discus-pus eateries could give ARAMARK
society. Grades are a determiningnvied, and envied with such hostilsion called “Life After Wake Forest” run for its money,” (Nov. 2, 1995)
factor in career and admissions apity that students just hide them out ofvas held featuring area alumni. BSAproposes to combat unreasonable o
plications. Notwithstanding, gradesfear. and Asian Student Association thercampus prices by enabling student
are primarily an evaluation of a Connor states that if grading stansponsored a jazz mixer at the NIAto use their meal cards at off-campu
student’'s performance in a classgards are raised, Wake Forest stuiHouse for students and alumni. Orestablishments.
however a company or graduat&ents will continue to meet the chal-Saturday, Nov. 4, a pre-game tail- While | will make no judgement
school uses grades, and the gradenge. They will spend more timegate was held. about the necessity or justification o
itself must remain the professor'sworking, not out of love for their ~ After the football game was the higher food prices on campus, | hav
appraisal of the student’s work.  work, but in order to earn a gradeHomecoming Show, which featurednoticed that prices are often lowe
It is perhaps true that the univertheir key to some bright financial Alpha Phi Alpha step teams as welloff-campus. Mr. Haden’s proposal is
sity must change its grading systenfuture. as vocal groups Racial Harmony anne way to reduce food spending an
to reinforce the meaning of a grade. Connor may be correct. However NiShati. will also increase competition for
Students might respond better to good students would spend more Comedian Michael Colyar then ARAMARK.
grade-free system, a system whereme working for their courses, notperformed for the audience. He has | have another suggestion: kee
faculty write paragraph evaluationsfor the grade, but out of sheer loveappeared on HBO’s Def Comedy(part or all of) the cash in your bank
instead of choosing grades. Howdor learning. Itis this one differenceJam, his own comedy special andaccount instead of depositing it intc
ever, it seems that the current gradsetween a good student and the typStar Search. Following this showa Deacon Dining account. It will be
ing system will stand for the mo-cal student that deadens classes amghs the Homecoming Jam whichas safe at Wachovia as it is a
ment, and the current dialogue isstifles the academic atmosphere ofvas sponsored by Alpha Phi AlphaARAMARK. Surely college students
based on this assumption. the university. in the gym. do not need a benevolent overses
The argument about grade infla- This disinterest in academics is | think | was most disappointed in (i.e. ARAMARK’s dining plan) to
tion at the university hinges on thewhy Wake Forest students have nthe coverage of the Homecomingmake sure we do not spend our foo
question of the quality of the typicalright to protect their grades “with aKing and Queen. money on other things. And | believe
student. No one debates the pointomplete sense of self-righteousness Last year, | almost missed the piccollege students can save money &
that approximately 70 percent of theand with a free conscience,” asure of the queen because it waguying, at least sometimes, off-cam
graduating class will graduate withGeoffrey S. Connor, the author ofburied in some obscure spot in thepus. Also, cash is a better compet
honors this year and that the averagtrades accurate," claims. paper. tive equalizer: all establishments a
GPA is climbing. And until the average student be- This year, there was no picture,cept it, not just ARAMARK, and not
In fact, very few people even dis-comes more interested in academigsist one sentence in the article abotjust the selected eateries that (i
ute the claim that students at thend begins to love learning for thethe fact that they had been crownegﬂaden's proposal is implemented
university have improved in the passake of learning, Connor and Wakeén which the classification of Jameywill agree to accept meal cards. Sinc
Forest need not worry about becomSpencer, the king, was incorrect. Hea meal plan is required for freshme
Mr. Haden’s proposal is more practi
While the reason for the decreaseal for them. But keep in mind tha

Ronda M. Bryant

beasked, with respect to quality of workDuke University. Until the student

sefland thus grades), whether the typipopulation changes, the universityin coverage of the Homecoming kingeven if his proposal is not approved

cal student is of such a caliber thawill never compare to those schoolsand queen is quite another letter tave have another option.
seventy percent of students should theOG&B (and quite a lot of people
graduate with distinction, and this Andrew Frey know what I'm talking about), | feel

! Chiree Spencer
guestion must be answered honestly. that Spencer and Ingrid Hoover, the P



